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HE enſuing Obſervations on the Vene- 
real Diſeaſe, are publiſhed with the 
deſign of obviating a complaint, made by 


many Students in Surgery, and ſome others 
of the Profeſſion, of the want of a treatiſe 


on the preſent method of curing this diſeaſe 
in London, in private practice: for they aſſert 
(and with truth) that the method practiſed in 
Hoſpitals, of falivating for the cure of moſt 
venereal diſorders, cannot be adopted 'in pri- 
vate, as very few patients would ſubmit to ſo 
ſevere a mercurial courſe, unleſs for the cure 


of the worſt ſtate of the diſeaſe. 


I have endeavoured to render this Work as 
conciſe as * and have therefore de- 
8 


ſignedly avoided entering into many ſuch pat- 
ticulars of the diſeaſe as are generally known, 
or may be found in books ; dwelling chiefly 
upon thoſe ſymptoms whoſe cure I judged 
would admit of ſome improvement. 


I ſhould be extremely ſorry to diſguſt any, 
but particularly the judicious part of the Pro- 
feſſion, by this Publication—them I do not 
pretend to inſtrut—and I would willingly 
have ſuppreſſed the Work, had the ſubjet 
been apes) by another. | 


It hs motive above ſtated 7 publiſhing 
theſe Obſervations is anſwered, I ſhall be 
happy; my higheſt ambition being to merit 
the character of having done ſome good to fo 
truly uſeful and noble a Science as that of 
Surgery. | 
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SIR, 


BE G hi to offer the e fol- 


lowing ſhort Work to yu ; 
protection. | 


The Rank you kid dunk . 
many years deſervedly borne in 
the profeſſion of Phyfic, and 
che Character you have ever 
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ſupported, of a judicious, can- 
did, and honourable Practi- 
tioner, would have been ſuffi- 
cient inducements to render me 
W of addreſſing this De- 
dication to you: but, Sir, a 


r 


much more powerful motive, 
is, my deſire of offering you 
every poſſible mark of reſpect. 5 
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OBSE RVAT IONS 


ON THE 


VENEREAIL DISEASE. 


HE method of curing the Venereal Diſ- 
eaſe, has been as much improved within 
the laſt forty years, as that of any other, ex- 
cepting the Small Pox. This is known by 
the obſervations of thoſe who have been ſo long 
acquainted with Surgery in London, and by 
drawing a compariſon between the maſt ſkilful 
modes of cure now uſed, and thoſe recom- 
mended by the late Dr. Daniel Turner, in his 
Syphilis ; by which it will appear, that the 
doſes of mercury then given were full double 
in quantity to thoſe now uſed; that ſalivation, 
draftic purges, or mercurial emetics,. and con- 
finement to a warm room, were uſually thought 
neceſſary for the cure · of every ſymptom of the 
diſeaſe, excepting the gonorrhea ; and withal, 
that the cures were not performed in leſs time 
than by the methods no in uſe. 0 
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The time of the firſt appearance of the dif- 
eaſe in this country, has generally been made 
a matter of doubt; nor have the opinions of 

- writers concerning its origination been more 
conſiſtent. =” : 

That its origin is of a very ancient date, is 
known from the teſtimony of various authors ; 
and in the original manuſcript of the angient 

- cuſtomary of the dioceſe of Wincheſter, for 
the good order of the public ſtews, or brothels, 
in the reign of Henry the Sixth, which is 
about three hundred years ago, the diſcaſe is 
ſpoken of as a common, and not a new one. 

A In fact, the diſeaſe being a poiſon ſui generis, 
and generated in the human body, it muſt be 
very difficult to fix the time when it firſt ap- 
peared in this iſland, or to aſcertain its primary 
cauſe; and on this principle it ſeems unne- 
ceflary to ſeek for the date of its importation 
from a foreign country, as it is probably an 
original diſeaſe of this, as well as of many 
other parts of the world. That it is generated 
in the human body, can ſcarcely be doubted ; 
For there is no reaſon to believe, that it could 
have been received from any mineral or vege- 
tuble ſubſtances, nor from any other animal, 
as we do not know that any creature beſides 
} mankind 3 is ſubject to i itz a dog cannot be in- 
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fected. with it; for experiments have been made 
to prove this, by applying venereal matter to 

wounds, and to their genitals, which never 
produced any effects at all like the venereal 

diſorder. The cauſe and origin of ſeveral other 
contagious diſeaſes, formed in, and peculiar to, 
the human body, appear equally extraordinary 
and unintelligible : but there is great reaſon 
to ſuppoſe that this diſeaſe is not coeval with 
mankind ; becauſe, if it had exiſted for many 
centuries before the ſpecific for its cure was 
known, it is poſſible that the human race 

would have been nearly exterminated by it 
in thoſe countries where it had raged, 

Previous to the enſuing obſervations upon 
the theory and cure of this diſeaſe, it may be, 
perhaps, thought neceſſary to give a few out- 

lines of its hiſtory in this country. At its 
firſt appearance, it was regarded as a ſpecies 
of plague; the infected were debarred the uſual 
intercourſe with the reſt of mankind (the diſ- 
caſe being ſuppoſed to; be contagious in every 
mode of contact): they received no farther 
aſſiſtance from the healing art than a palliation 
of the ſymptoms of the diſorder by topical ap- 
plications, and copious eyacuations by venæ- 
ſection, purgative, diuretic, and ſudorific medi- 
cines. Afterwards guaiacum, farſaparilla, and 
B 2 other 
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other medicines of the ſame kind, were pre- 
ſcribed as antidotes for the cure of this diſeaſe ; 


and by theſe remedies its ſymptoms were uſu- 


ally palliated. The external and interna] uſe 
of mercury was next introduced into practice, 


as the only ſpecific for its cure; but afterwards 
| got into diſrepute, on account of the enormous 


quantity which was thought needful to effect 
a proper cure, being often, by the violence of 
its action on the conſtitution, fatal to the pa- 


: tient ; and frequently leaving the conſtitution 


ſo debilitated, as never to recover its former 


vigour. 


Since the fftecath century, whit it was 


diſcovered that mercury was a certain antidote, 


and the only medicine which could be relied 
on for the cure of this diſeaſe, various theories 
and modes of cure have been, at different 
times, almoſt univerſally adopted and practiſed 
in England: moſt of which are not ſo judi- 
cious as thoſe uſed by our anceſtors ; for Am- 


: broſe Parey, a ſenſible Writer, and ſkilful Surs 


gean, in his Treatiſe on Surgery, publiſhed 


in 1579, has better ideas on the theory and 


cure of the Venereal Diſeaſe, than many authors 


who have written on it ſince that time. 


The Venereal Diſorder has been uſually di- 


vided into, the firſt infection, or the gonor- 


rhœa; 
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chœa; and the ſecond, or confirmed lues ve- 
nerea. This theory appears to me to be too 
general; for the ſecond ſtage will certainly 
admit of a diviſion into two diſtin& and dif- 
ferent ſtates: therefore the following theory 
of the diſeaſe ſeems to be more conſiſtent with 
its ſymptoms, and to convey. à more critical 
idea of its ſtages; which is this There are 
three ſtates of the diſorder : the firſt is the Go- 
norrhœa, and its effects; the ſecond, Chancre, 
its immediate conſequences, and ſome other 
ſymptoms : the third is the confirmed, or con- 
ſtitutional Lues Venerea; for the diſeaſe can» 
not be properly ſo called, excepting in that 
ſtate when the ſymptoms ſeem. to be cauſed 
by the action of een virus, r- th 
the patient's body. | 

Having treated on thi „ and its 
effects, in an Eſſay on that ſubject, publiſhed 
in 1776, I proceed to the ſecond ſtage of the 
diſeaſe.” This, in its moſt common ſtate, is 
p clearly a local diſorder ; for it is a yenercal 
ulcer, cauſed by the application of venereal 
matter to the FINE: an, which NE: is — 
a a Chancre. l. 


2a Chan- 


„ Which may be had where this book is ſod. 


|S ©:3 
A Chanere is an eroding ulcer : it uſually 
begins from a minute inflamed ſpot, much 
reſembling a part which has been burnt by a 
ſpark of fire. Within the ſpace of one week 
after this appearance, the centre of the inflam- 
mation ulcerates. The part on which the 
ulcer is ſeated is always hardened; which hard- 
neſs diſtinctly ſeparates the diſcaſed from the 
ſound. part. From this time, the ulcer and 
ſurrounding hardneſs continue to enlarge, till 
mercury is given, or proper remedies are ap- 
plied to the part. A chanere, from the time 
of its origin till it is in a healing ſtate, has a 
peculiar appearance, different from that of any 
other ſore, and ſuch a one as cannot be learnt 
by any words but whoever attentively EXA - 
mines ſuch ſores, and properly remarks the 
difference between them and ſuch as are not 
venereal, will ſeldom be deceived in prognoſti- 
cating upon them. The colour of a chancte 
is a pale · red, ſometimes inclining to a cream 
colour; but this, in different caſes, varies from 
a deep - red to a dingy- cream colour; and, if exa- 
mined through a magnifying-glaſs, will be ſeen 
to be ſtudded over with numerous ſmall hil- 
Jocks of fleſh. The furrounding diſeaſed part 
is moſt commonly ſwelled in a circular form, 
which ſometimes is not raiſed higher than the 
3 ſound 
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ſound part, but is always hardened, as may be 
perceived by gently preſſing the part between 
the finger and thumb: this part, in ſome 
caſes, is red and inflamed ; in others, it retains 
its natural colour; but, in general, it has a 
flight tinge of a duſky-red: Theſe are the 
common appearances in chancres upon the 
penis of men, or pudenda of women. 

The parts on which they uſually happen are 


the glans penis, the corona glandis, the pre- 


puce, the frænum, the ſkin of the penis; the 
outer and inner labia pudenda, the clitoris and 
its prepuce, and ſometimes the vagina, in wo- 


men: The number of chancres which ariſe 


in conſequence of an unclean connection, varies 
conſiderably, (which happens from cauſes un- 
known) being from one to ten or twelve; the 


moſt common caſes are from one to about 


four: and I have obſerved, that, in proportion 
as they are more numerous, they have a leſs 
degree of venereal malignancy, are more eafily 
cured, and are the leſs liable to produce the 


conſtitutional lues; whereas a fingle chancre 


is moſt commonly either very difficult and 
tedious of cure, or heals too foon, which gives 
riſe to other ſymptoms of the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
The next circumſtance to be confidered, is 
the time of the appearance of chancres after 
; | | tne 
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the infecting virus has been applied. It is 
uſually from about thirty hours to three or 
four weeks; the moſt common time is about 
five or fix days. I have been told of a caſe, in 
which it was near ſeven weeks before they ap- 
| peared. But no material afliſtance, in form- 
ing a juſt prognoſtic of the future progreſs of 
chancres, ſeems deducible from the time of 
their appearance, farther than that, in general, 
the earlier they ariſe, the greater is the ten- 
dency to inflammation ; and that the later they 
are, there is more reaſon to be apprehenfive 
of the diſeaſe having entered the conſtitution. 
It is a common opinion, that the earlier the 
diſeaſe is in its appearance, the greater is the 
degree of virulence of the matter which com- 
municated it, and conſequently, that the ſymp- 
toms will be the more virulent; but experi- 
ments which have been made on this ſubject 
tend to prove, that the malignancy of the 
ſymptoms 1s entirely independent on the de- 
gree of virulence of the infecting fluid; and 
from analogy, by comparing this diſeaſe with 
ſome others, we have farther reaſon to adopt 
this opinion: for example, in the Small Pox, 
the violence of the diſeaſe depends on the con- 
ſtitution, and the method of treatment; for 
| (experimenti gratia) N have been inocu- 


lated 
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lated from the worſt kind'of the diſeaſe, which 
has produced as mild ard good a ſpecies of the 


Small Pox as matter from the beſt kind; and 
I have obſerved, in thoſe who have had the 
Venereal Diſeaſe many times, that. the ſymp- 


toms have uſually appeared nearly at the fame 


diſtance of time after the infecting fluid was. 


applied; alſo, that ſome people are much more 
liable to catch the diſeaſe than others: which 
circumſtances tend ſtrongly towards proving 


that the time of its appearance depends prin- 
cipally upon the tendency of the conſtitution 
to be affected by the venereal virus. 

When a chancre is forming on the glans 
penis, or, its corona, on the clitoris, or pre- 


putium clitoridis, the urethra is. often affected 


by ſympathy of parts, attended with great un- 
eaſineſs, and a ſlight ardor urinæ: this is rea- 
dily accounted for, from the continuation of 
theſe parts in the male ſubject, and their con- 


tiguity in women. This ſymptom. uſually. 
goes off, as ſoon as the chancre is completely 


formed. 


The ſize of chancres varies coofideraldy v7 
but moit commonly bears a proportion to their 


number: when there is only one, it is com- 
monly about twice as large as the flat ſurface 
* a ſplit pea; and, on the contrary, when 


C they 


+ 
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# they are numerous, the ſurfaces of all united 
would not much exceed that dimenſion; but 
this circumſtance is very uncertain, as ſome 
ſingle ones are ſmall, and ſome of the other 
Kind are large; and is only applicable to them 
ſoon after their firſt appearance, as the ſize 
afterwards may be greatly increaſed from many 
cauſes; ſuch as a bad conſtitution, inflamma- 
tion, or ill treatment of the diſeaſe. Chan- 
cores on the glans are ſeldom fo large, or have 
ſo much ſwelling and hardneſs, as thoſe on the 
prepuce: tfiis circumſtance may probably be 
owing to the different texture of the parts diſ- 
eaſed ; the cellular membrane being very apt 
to ſwell and harden when inflamed, whereas 
the glans is not fo diſpoſed. From this cauſe, 
chancres on the laſt- mentioned part generally 
appear ſunk into its ſubſtance, and not ſur- 
rounded with ſo much hardneſs. 7 
Every chancre is cauſed by venereal matter 
applied to the part. The Venereal Diſeaſe 
does not ſeem to be capable of being commu- 
nicated in any other manner than by the ap- 
plication of venereal matter to a part which 
has no cuticle, or to an eroſion or wound. 
it Experiments have been made to prove, that 
5 the blood of a perſon who has the conſtitu- 
ll . tional lues vencrea, wall not communicate the 
ih. | | diſeaſe, 


L ( 4] 
diſeaſe, though applied to a wound: nor is it 
communicable by the perſpiratory organs; for 
lying in the ſame bed with an infected perſon 
will never be productive of the diſeaſe: nor 
is pocky matter, applied to the ſkin on the 
hands, and probably on any part of the body, 
capable of doing this; for Surgeons are fre- 
quently obliged to wet their fingers and hands 
with ſuch matter: neither is vapopt e ing 
from venereal ulcers, or the breath of a an in- 
fected perſon, capable of communicating the 


diſeaſe; for Surgeons never catch the diſeaſe 


by ſmelling the breath of perſons Who have 
venereal ulcers in their throats.“ The ſemen 
and ſecretions from the male or female parts 


of generation of a perſon who has the lues 
venerea, whether the confirmed pox, or any 


other ſymptoms, are not capable of commu- 
nicating the diſeaſe; for I have known many 
inſtances of coition being uſed by a clean man 


with an infected woman, and the reverſe, 'with- 


out any injury to the clean perſon : but this 
is only applicable to caſes in which the diſeaſe 


is ſo ſituated, as that none of its pus is applied 


to the parts of generation in coition. From 
| thie 


One of the articles of impeachment againſt Cardinal 
Wolſey, was, that he whiſpered in the King's ear. at a 
time when he knew he was afflicted with the Pox. 


af 


be 


[ 32 1 


this obſervation it ſeems highly probable,” that 
the ſemen maſculinum, and the fluids ſecreted 


by the female parts of generation, are never 
contaminated by the venereal virus, unleſs the 


ſecretory organs are the ſeat of a venereal in- 


flammation and diſeaſed ſecretion. | 
Chancres happen in various parts of the body . 
for a wound in any part is equally liable to 


become A venereal ſore, if vefiereal pus is ap- 
plied to it: caſes of this kind have happened 


to Surgeons, from pocky matter accidentally | 
touching wounds or ſcratches on their fingers 


or hands; and they have happened on the lips 
from kifling a perſon who has had a venereal 


ulcer in the mouth, on the lips, or the tongue. 
Under theſe circumſtances only, the diſeaſe may 


be received by drinking or eating after. an in- 


fected perſon. It may alſo be communicated 


by fitting on a vault after a perſon has uſed it 


who had the diforder ; but in no other manner 
than by the genitals being touched by matter 
left on the place by the infected perſon. | 
A chancre has been generally imagined to 
be a ſymptom of the Venereal Diſeaſe, deno- 
ting that the patient has the diſorder in his 


| conſtitution, or blood. This opinion ſeems to 
have been adopted without mature conſidera- 


tion, and to be erroneous; for, as it hath been 
ä proved 
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proved that the diſeaſe is always got by the 
application of venereal virus or matter, and 
that chancres, when they are the firſt ſymp- 
toms of the diſcaſe, uſually, I believe always, 
appear on the part where the infecting fluid 
was applied, it follows, as the moſt rational 
concluſion, that the virus had remained in the 
part where the chancre is ſeated ; for to ſup- 
poſe that it had been abſorbed into the blood, 


and had then fixed upon the part Where it was 5 


_ firſt applied, would imply a belief that the 
diſeaſe, when in the blood, makes its firſt ap- 
pearance upon the genitals, in preference to 
othet parts, which is certainly not true. 
| Theſe two general obſervations may be made 
on the cure of chancres : firſt, that they heal 
| ſooner, and in a more kindly manner, in peo- 
ple who are of a good conſtitution, than in 
thoſe of a bad one; and when ſeated on parts 
which are well ſupplied with blood-veſlels : 
on the laſt principle I have obſerved, that thoſe 
on the glans penis, and internal parts of wo- 
men, are eaſier of cure than thoſe on the pre- 
puce, or external labia of women. Chancres 
often cauſe ſwelling of the part where ſeated : 
this very ſeldom happens when the glans penis, 
or vagina, are the ſeat of the complaint; but 
is a very common occurrence when they are 
OM upon 
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upon the prepuce, or external labia, It may 
alſo be remarked, that when they are upon | 


parts which are not apt to ſwell without great 


injury, they generally appear to erode deeper 
in the part, as may be obſerved by attending 


to their appearance upon the glans, or internal 


parts of women, and on parts where the ſcarf- 
ſkin is thick, as on the ends of the fingers, 
Previous to treating on the cure of chancres, 


it ſeems neceſſary to add a few words upon the 


different preparations of mercury. 

Argentum vivum, mercurius hydrargyrum, 
mercury, or quickſilver, is a fluid metallic 
ſubſtance: its weight is next to that of gold: 
it is valatile in a ſtrong fire, calcines in a 


- weaker fire : it diſſolves in the nitrous acid, 


1s corroded by the vitriolic ; but, in its liquid 
ſtate, is not acted upon by the marine acid: 
by trituration, or heat, it diſſolves moſt of the 


metals and ſemi-metals: it unites with balſam 


of ſulphur, unctuous, reſinous, mucilaginous, 
earthy, and ſome other ſuch ſubſtances : it is, 
in ſome degree, ſoluble in the ſaliva: and it is 
aſſerted, that, by intenſe cold, it becomes a 
ſolid ſubſtance. Alſo, from late experiments 
made by the ingenious Dr. Prieſtly, it appears, 


that by agitation with diſtilled water it diſ- 
ſolves into a black matter, and that by elec- 


tricity 
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tricity it may be formed into a vapour; an 


account of which may be ſeen in Dr. Prieſtly's 


4th volume of * on Natural Philo- 


ſophy. 

The mercurial preparations at preſent moſt 
in uſe, for the cure of the Venereal Diſeaſe, are 
of two kinds: the firſt are the mild prepara- 
tions; the ſecond, the acrid ones. The mild 
preparations of mercury are made by ſeparating 
its particles, by trituration, with ſubſtances 


which do not act upon it chymically, but only | 


ſerve as a menſtruum to ſuſpend or keep the 
ſeparated particles aſunder. Mercurial oint- 
ment is by much the moſt uſed of any of this 
kind: it is commonly made by firſt ſeparating 
the particles of mercury by trituration with 
turpentine, and then forming it into an oint- 
ment, by mixing it with the ſame weight or 


more of hog's-lard ; but a much better me- 
thod of making mercurial ointment is, by 
rubbing the mercury with an equal weight of 
hog's-lard, or ſome other animal fat, in a 
marble mortar, till all the mercurial globules 


diſappear, without adding turpentine, or any 


acrid matter, to promote the extinction of the 
mercury. A mercurial liniment, to be uſed 


inſtead of mercurial ointment, may alſo be 
made, by uſing oil (inſtead of hog's- ard), 


or 
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with twice its weight of gum arabic, moiſt⸗ 
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or the ſynovia of the ox, or ſheep, which does 
better than oil. This would probably enter the 


pores of the {kin with more facility than the 


ointment. 
Mercury may be extinguiſhed by trituration 


ened with a ſmall- proportion of water, or 


ſyrup : the ſame may be done with unclarified 


honey; whereas this can ſcarcely be effected 


with honey clarified, becauſe by that proceſs. 


a quantity of mucus is taken from it, which 


is the chief aſſiſtant in the diviſion of the mer- 


cury. An exceeding good preparation may 


alſo be made by triturating it with confectio 
cardiaca, or with moſt of the conſerves : the 
conſerva cynoſbati anſwers this purpoſe beſt. 

_ Beſides the above mild preparations of this 
metal, various others have been uſed; to treat 


of which would carry us beyond the deſigned 


extent of this work, and would probably ap- 


pear to have been unneceſſary, when the en- 
ſuing remarks are given upon the action of 
mercury on the human body. 


Unguentum mercuriale is now, and has been | 


for two centuries paſt, the moſt common pre- 
paration in uſe for the cure of thoſe venereal 
complaints which are ſuppoſed to require fali- 
vation. This, though « one of the mildeſt mer- 

— curial 


Fo 


- 


Ol 


to) 
curial preparations, is very often productive of 


the two following inconveniences : of raiſing 
a ptyaliſm too ſoon; and being very apt to 
irritate. the bowels, cauſing, a diarrhoea, and 
ſometimes even a dyſentery. Other objections 
to the uſe of this preparation are, that the 
rubbipg it into the ſkin is a tireſome, tedious, 
and uncleanly operation; alſo, that it often 
cauſes a very troubleſame and painful eruption 
over the . Ba: OR which it has been 
rubbed. | 

Crude 1 e by trituration wich 
R. of gum arabic, may be adminiſtered 
in the form of a bolus, or pills, by adding 
any proper hard ſubſtance; or in a fluid form, 
by adding water inſtead of. folid ſubſtances. 
This is an; exceeding good preparation, being 
not ſo apt to irritate, the ſtomach or , bowels, 
nor to raiſe a ſpitting, as moſt other prepara- 
tions of mercury are; and is therefore a very 
eligible medicine for the cure of thoſe caſes 
in which the object is, to introduce a large 
quantity of mercury into the body, without 
producing any of its, uſual effects. 

Mexcury, extinguiſhed, by being whbed with 
2 ſufficient quantity af unclarified honey, may 
be made into pills, by mixing as much; bread, 
or any other ſolid ſubſtance, as is neceſſary to 


” 
* 


u 7 
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make it of a proper confiſtence for that pur- 


poſe. This is a very good preparation, but is 
more apt to irritate "the bowels, and paſs off 
by ſtool, than 1 = the one mild thefearial 
preparations.” +. SPIE: (pa, 

The extinction r aikrcith ty 3 trituration 


with confectio cardiaca, forms an excellent pre- 


paratian, well adapted' for thaſe caſes in Which 


it is neceſſary” to-give a cordial medicine with 
the mercury, either on account of the ſtate of 
the conſtitution, the irritability, or want of 
— in the fomach and n to retain 1 
The did or — Pepe of mer- 
cury at preſent moſt in uſe for curing the Ve- 
nereal Diſeaſe, are mercurĩus dulcis, mercu- 
rius ſublimatus, and mercurius emeticus flavus, 
as internal medicines; and for external uſe, 
mercurius precipi tatus ruber, cinnabaris fac- 

ll, and mercurius ſublimatus. | 
* Mercurius dulcis, or calomel, is the mildeſt 
of the actid mercurial preparations : it 'is more 
in uf than' any of this claſs; and will anſwer 
very well in moſt caſes; 'in which there is no 
neceſſity for the mercury to enter far into the 
conſtitution; but it is attended with the in- 
conveniences of being very uncertain it its 
n ”_ the faves, ad" i N apt to irri- 
; | tate 
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19 ] | 
tate the bowels, and paſs off by ſtool; in which: 
caſe. it ſeldom enters the circulation, therefore 
produces merely the laws clfe& withany Aber 


purgative medicine. 3 
Mercurius calcinatus is a 1 ls me- 


dicine, and ſeems to be the beſt of any of the 
acrid ones; for it is known to have cured ſome 
venereal caſes; where moſt other mercurial pre- 
parations have failed, and probably from this. 
cauſe, that it entered into ſmaller veſſels than 
the other mercurial preparations did: notwith- 
ſtanding this, it is often found to gently ſti- 


mulate the bowels. This medicine would cer- 


tainly have been by this time in more general 
uſe and eſtimation, if all that had been uſed 
had been genuine and well prepared. ; but 
being very troubleſome to make, and expenſive 
to buy, a great part of what has been ſold has 
been adulterated, or a ſpurious nien has 
been given inſtead of this valuable one. 
Mercurius corroſivus ſublimatus is the, moſt 
acrid preparation of mercury of any now in uſe, 
(excepting mercurius emeticus flavus, which 
is very ſeldom now preſcribed, but as an eme- 
tic): it is ſo powerful a medicine, that one 


grain is a full doſe: it is uſually given in a 


ſpirituous menſtruum, which is generally found 
to be " beſt method of adminiſtering it; for 
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doſe; beſides its being, in this way, more apt 


t 
it diſſolves well in any ſpirits of proof ſtrength. 
and the fpirituous liquid in which it is taken 
tends to prevent it from diſordering the ſto- 
mach or bowels: it diſſolves more perfectly 
in water ſaturated with-a ſmall quantity of ſal 
ammoniac, than in ſpirits, or in water alone. 


This medicine ſhould always be given with 
great caution, being very uncertain in jits ef- 


fects upon the fauces, and apt to diſagree with 
many people's ſtomach and bowels, by cauſing 


violent and long continued pain in the ſto- 


mach, or acting as an emetic, and ſometimes 
as a purgative: therefore, when this medicine 


IS given, it ſhould always be begun in ſmall 
doſes, as the eighth, or a quarter of a grain : 


the quantity may afterwards be increaſed to a 
grain and a half in twenty-four hours, which is a 
large doſe; for few but ſtrong and healthy peo- 

ple can bear ſo much. The pain in the ſtomach 


may, in moſt inſtances, be prevented, by ma- 


king the patient always eat ſome hard dry ſub- 


ſtance before the medicine is taken, ſuch as a 


piece of biſcuit, or of dry bread. It may be, and 


is ſometimes, given in pills; but this is not 
an eligible method of adminiſtering ſo acrid 
and powerful a medicine, on account of the 
uncertainty of the quantity contained in each 


ta 
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to cauſe a pain in the ſtomach, which ſeems 
not to be capable of bearing, without injury, 
any ſubſtance ſo acrid as mercurius corroſivus 
ſublimatus, unleſs in a diſſolved and dilated 
ſtate. This preparation acts principally upon 
the ſurface of the body, by increaſing perſpi- 
ration. The cures performed by this medi- 
cine have been obſerved not to be fo certain 
as thoſe by the mild mercurials, which is the 
principal reaſon of its being now not ſo much 
uſed as it was a few years ago, on being re- 
commended by the late learned Baron Van 
Swieten, and other ſkilful practitioners, as one 
of the beſt medicines for the cure of the lues 
venerea. This preparation of mercury, va- 
riouſly diſguiſed, forms the baſis of moſt of 
the noſtrums uſed or fold by empirics for the 
cure of every ſymptom of the nnen 
and the Scurvy. | 

Mercurius emeticus flavus, or turbith mi- 
neral, is another of the moſt active prepara- 
tions of mercury: it was, about half a cen- 
tury ago, in high eſtimation for the cure of 
the Venereal Diſeaſe, and was then given in 
very large doſes, when intended to act as an 

emetic, or in ſmaller ones to cauſe a falivation. 
| This medicine is now but very ſeldom preſcribed 
in venereal; or any other caſes, on accoint' f 
go 3 | | the 


5. 8 
the violence of its an, zu bon the ſtomach 
and bowels. Cale o dna 92-2 3603 

All the mercurial preparation ſometimes 
3 the bowels, cauſing griping pains, 
and paſſing off by ſtool, which ſhould always 
be oObviated, as eh, effects are n to 


gury a: entering the conſtitution. This may 
generally be effected by changing the mercurial 
preparation, or by joining ſome other medi- 
cines with it, the moſt. effectual of which is 
opium, which may be given from one third 
of a grain to the quantity requiſite ; for, as it 
is deſigned to, act by leſſening, the irritability 
of the inteſtinal canal, the doſe muſt be 
ſuch as will produce that effect: it may be 
given in this manner for any reaſonable length 
of time, without injuring the conſtitution; 
for the action of this medicine depends entirely 
upon the irritability of the body, ſo that if 
(as in this caſe, where mercury irritates the 
bowels) there is any mor bid ſtimulus, it ſeems 
clearly to act upon the ſtimulated part, for it 
does not produce ſuch effects as when given 
to a healthy perſon, as a proof of which it may 
| be, remarked, that, in ſome caſes, a perſon 
may take much more, even to.,reheve, pain, 


de prodpcing, fur. tendency to. gat 
an 


Ly 
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„ 
than would in a ſtate of: health cauſe! a pro- 
found ſleep. It is probable, :: that mercury 
ſoimetimes acts as a purgative, from meeting 
with an acid in the ſtomach, becauſe alkaline 
falts, calcareous earth, or ſoap, will, in many 
caſes, prevent this effect: and on this prin- 
ciple, the cauſe of mercurials - purging, When 


mixed with a vegetable acid in the ſtomach, 


ſuch as vinegar, or lemon- juice, is acdqunted 
for. Cordial medicines; alſo camphixe, will 
often cauſe mercurials to ſit eaſy upon the ſto- 
mach, and prevent them n nee the 
bowels. | 110 
All the preparations * machryl Wee — 
cure the Venereal Diſeaſe, by affecting the 
fauces, ſeem to act exactly in the ſame way, 


as appears from the following obſervations.— 
Every mercurial, which is capable of curing 


the Venereal Diſeaſe, is ſoluble in the juices of 
the human body: they will all ſalivate; and 
when they do, the metal is in a diſſolved ſtate i in 
the ſaliva, which is proved to an abſolute de- 
monſtration, by the experiment of making a 
perſon who is in a ſalivation hold a piece of 
gold in his mouth for about half an hour, in 
which time it will uſually. be tinged white. 

Crude mereury, held in the mouth for a 


certain time, may be taſted; which is owing | 


to 


- 
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to a part of it being diſſolved in the ſaliva and 
mucus of the mouth; becauſe it has no per- 
ceptible taſte while in a fluid ſtate, that is, 
not till its globules or particles are minutely 
divided, as is the caſe when held long in the 
mouth. Every preparation of mercury. has 
the ſame taſte as crude mercury has. 10317 
The taſte in the mouth in a ſilivation is 
certainly cauſed by the mercury being in a 
diſſol ved ſtate in tlie ſaliva, for:it is exactly the 
ſame as that of crude mercury; and this taſts 
is always the ſame in a ſalivation cauſed by 
mercurial preparation. 

Mercury has, for at'leaſt a century, wed and 
is now, known by- all ſkilful practitioners of 
the healing art, to be the only medicine which 
will cure the Venereal Diſeaſe: there have, 
however, always been ſome empirics who have 
pretended to cure this diſorder without mer - 
cury ; the fallacy of which pretences will, 1 
hope, be proved in the following pages. 

The manner in which this metal cures the 
Venereal Diſeaſe has been, till very lately, 
greatly miſunderſtood: for the moſt common 
theories were, that it cured by the evacuations 
which it produced and that, in ſalivation, 
the venereal virus was diſcharged with the ſa- 
liva. The firſt of theſe opinions is ſſien to 
OF, be 


RRE 


be erroneous; from obſerving, that no evacua- 


tions, however great or long continued, if 


produced by any other medicines,” or by any 


other diſeaſe, will cure the lues venerea; for, 
in a Pox accompanied with a Conſumption, 
the Venereal Diſeaſe is never cured by the 
other, though the patient is always in danger 
of dying, and, in many of theſe caſes, actually g 
dies of inanition, Which is the ſame effect as 


is produced by a courſe of evacuating medi- 
cines, though in a much greater degree. The 
ſecond ſuppoſition is proved to be falſe, by its 
being | known that no other kind of alivation, 
whether from a diſeaſe, or medicinal courſe, 
will cure the Venereal Diſorder; and allo, that 
a ptyaliſm cauſed: by one or two doſes of mer- 
cury, either internally or externally uſed, will 
not radically cure the diſeaſe, even though the 
ſpitting ſnould continue for two pare or 
any length of time: beſides theſe reaſons, tho 


idea of the venereal - poifon being diſcharged, 


with the ſaliva ſeems an abſurd one, being un- 


ſupported by any facts, expects or ra- 
tional. arguments. 


The method in which mercury @ures * 
diſeaſe, is not yet known; but, from what has 
been faid already, it appears, that it is not by 

producing any evacuations ; nor is it by its 
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weight; for, if it was, any medicine, equilly 
ponderous, would do the ſame; but none will, 
not even gold, which is much heavier than 
mercury. It is ſaid, that mercury cures this 
diſeaſe on the principle of its acting as an anti- 
dote upon the venereal virus; but this does not 
ſeem to be the caſe, becauſe the venereal poi- 
ſon is not deſtroyed by the application of mer- 
cury to the diſeaſed parts, as hath been often 
proved by venereal ulcers, and other venereal} 
ſymptoms, being cured by applying mercury 
to the diſeaſed parts, when the diforder has 
always ſhewn itſelf in ſome other, or the fame 
place: this circumſtance tends ſtrongly to 
prove, that it is not capable of deſtroying the 
venereal virus by being applied to it; and 
therefore, that it does not act upon the vene- 
real virus as an antidote. The moſt rational 
theory ſeems to be, that it cures by raiſing in 
the conſtitution ſuch a peculiar or ſpecific irri- 
tation as is capable of deftroying the venereal 
virus: but mere irritation alone is not adequate 
to this purpoſe ; for no other ſtimulus (at pre- 
ſent known), however violent or long eonti- 


nued, will cure the diſeaſe ; nor will any other 


ſtimulating medicines, nor even any morbid 
irritation. Neither a fever, nor any other dif- 
eaſe, has ever been known to cure a conſtitu-. 


tional 
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tional lues venerea ; though it may be re- 
marked, that a fever uſually produces an 
amendment of the venereal ſymptoms, and, in 
ſome inſtances, even caufes them entirely to 
diſappear for ſome time, but never effects a 
laſting cure. The general, and almoſt con- 
ſtant, action of mercury upon the body is, to 
increaſe its jrritability, which makes it more 
diſpoſed to reſiſt every injury inflicted on it: 
on this principle, it has been, obſerved, that 
a perſon who is taking mercury cannot bear 
fo ſtrong an electric ſhock as at another time, 
which has therefore been preſcribed, with pro- 
priety, as an afliſtant in other diſeaſes, where 
electricity has been the mode uſed for a cure: 
on the ſame principle, it is found to be pecu- 
 liarly | injurious in the hæmoptöe, and ſome 
other diſorders : and it ſeems be on the fame 
theory, that jt is apt, in gouty people, to 
bring on a fit of that diſtemper.* 
The other uſual effect of mercury is, to cauſe 
an increaſe of the ſecretions in general ; but 
more particularly the faliva, inſenſible perſpi- 
ration, ſweat, the ſuccus pancreaticus, and 
ſuccus 


? May not a hint be taken from this circumſtance, of 
the propriety of trying a gentle courſe of mercury in thoſe 
dated ants Rac bring on a fit of the 


gout 7. 
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The other ſymptoms produced by: mercury 


ſhall be briefly treated upon, as accidental cir- 


cumſtances: the principal of which are, vio- 
lent ſwelling and inflammation of the fauces, 
often accompanied with a floughy ſtate of the 


inſide of th 1e checks, which, in ſome caſes, 


happens-in fo violent a degree, as to be pro- 
perly ſtyled a mortification; exceſſive ſwelling 
of the tongue, with deep "ulcers ; immobility 
in the joint of the lower jaw ; diarrhoea, and 
eb. ; 8 are ed — genial de- 


Swelling and 2 of the 58565 is, 


in moſt inſtances, cauſed: by either too large a 
quantity of mercury being introduced into the 


conſtitution, or catching! cold during a mercu- 
rial courſe. The cure muſt be effected by 


treating the complaint as a common inflam- 


mation; the uſe of mercury muſt be imme- 


diately» defiſted from; if any mercurial oint- 
ment remains upon the {kin; it muſt be waſhed 


off; and the patient's clothes, if greaſed” with 
the ointment, muſt be changed for: clean ones. 


The moſt uſeful remedies for the cure, are 


cooling purges, warm relaxing applications to 


the parts, confinement in bed i in a warm room, 


keeping 


he. — ad —= * 
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keeping the head, face, throat, and neck; 
warm, by covering them with flannels ; and 


venæſection, if neceſſary, ſhould be freely uſed. 


For removing the ſloughs, relaxing or deterfive 
applications may be uſed, If the parts mor- 
tify, emollients ſhould be applied warm to 
the parts, and the Peruvian bark given in as 
large quantities as the patient's ſtomach and 
bowels will bear; but if there are, during a 
mortification, clear fymptoms, of inflammation, 
the bark is improper, and the diſeaſe muſt Ne 
treated as an inflammatory one. 

The next accident attending the uſe of mer- 


cury, is ſwelling of the tongue, accompanied 
with deep ulcers in it. This is to be treated 


as a true inflammation ; therefore the ſame 
mode of cure is to be purſued in this, as in the 


Former complaint. The ulcers which happen 


in ſome of theſe inflammations, being in ge- 
neral cauſed by preſſure of the tongue againſt 
the teeth, ſeldom require any particular treat- 
ment, except removing ſuch ſharp or jagged 
parts of n as de 95 75 cauſed any of * | 
ulcers. TY 

" Timmobility in the joint of the lower jaw is 


another, but not ſo common an accident as 


the laſt ; ſeldom occurring but towards the 


termination of a profuſe: and long continued 


# ©. <Y $ * 
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ptyaliſm: it ſeems always to happen in the 
cloſed ſtate of the jaws; it is therefore not im- 
probable, that it is cauſed by a continued invo- 
luntary action of the muſcles which cloſe the 
lower yaw, ſuperior in force to what the muſcles 
which open it are capable of overcoming. 
The cure is to be attempted, firſt, by treating 
the complaint as an inflammation, uſing the 
ſame remedies as were adviſed for inflamma- 
tion of the fauces. 9 The next curative inten- 
tion 15, to reſtore the action of the two joints; 
for which purpoſe, it is generally neceſſary to 
open the mouth, by forcing in between the 
teeth of the upper and lower jaws ſome propes 
ſolid ſubſtance, made in the form of a wedge z - 
cork or wood are uſually uſed for this purpoſe ; 
ſuch. a wedge muſt be kept in almoſt con- 
ſtantly in the day time, otherwiſe, the ſame 
diſpoſition ſtill. remaining, the mere forcing 
the mouth open would be ineffectual. If, as 
is ſometimes the caſe, the mouth is fo, much 
| Cloſed that it is very difficult for . the patient 
to get a ſufficient quantity of nouriſhment into 
it, a tooth, or even two, muſt be taken out, 
to make an opening by which nutrient. s 

may be received. e 
The diarrhœa parry dyſentery are, other acci- 
dents. ſometimes attendant upon a mercurial 
courſe. 


E 
courſe. Theſe require the ſame treatment 28 
when they happen from any other cauſe, but 
with this difference, that, in this caſe, the 
diſcharge by ſtool may be ſafely checked by 
the free uſe of opium. It ſhould always be 
obſerved, that the ſkin is to be thoroughly 
cleanſed from any mercurial application; theſe 
complaints being eauſed by the mercury irri- 
tating the bowels, the mercurial abſorption 
would probably continue while any of it re- 
mained on the ſkin. 920 

Profuſe fweats are alſo ce diſagree- 
able conſequence of mercury, becauſe they 
weaken the patient much. To obviate this 
effect, the firſt ſtep to be taken is, to leſſen 
the doſes of mercury, to change the prepara- 
tion, or to deſiſt entirely from it, if needful ; 
afterwards a proper .courſe of bracing medi- 
cines, and country air; or the Peruvian bark, 
and any other alcaline bracers, may be pro- 
perly preſcribed during the mercurial courſe. 
Another circumſtance neceſſary in this cafe, is, 
that the patient's bed-clothes be not thicker 
than is neceffary for warmth ; for theſe night 
ſweats may be kept up by this alone. 
General debility is an accident attendant 
upon taking of mercury, which but ſeldom 


occurs, unleſs eauſed by ſome great evacua- 
5 tions 
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tions. The Peruvian bark is the grand remedy. 
for this complaint; country air, and leaving 
off all mercurials e's time, may 2 | ** ne- 

Having wa this dignedicn cancerning the 
uſe of mercury, I now wp to the, cure of 
chaneres. © . 


The common methods of cure may Fn — | 


vided. into two: the firſt i is, by introducing a 
ſufficient quantity of mercury inte the conſti- 
tution; the other is, by aſſiſting the mercurial, 
courſe with topical applications to the part. 
Wich regard to the firſt method, it was for- 
merly the common practice to put the patient 
under ſuch a courſe of mercury as produced a 
violent diſcharge from the body, which was 
uſually effected, either by draſtic mercurial 
puggatives, vomits of turbith mineral, or by 
a copious falivation ; but it is now certain, 
that chaneres may always be cured without 
any of theſe violent remedies, which is a fact 
ſo well known, that there are now very few 
patients who would ſubmit to be coofined for 
the cure of chaneres ; ; inſtead of this, it is 
generally found ſufficient to introduce ſuch a 
quantity of mercury into the conſtitution as 
will cauſe, only a light falivation ; and, in 


many Caſes, the cure may be wrought without 
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the tnercury s producing any apparent effect 
Each of theſe methods has been adviſed, on: 
the idea, that in all caſes of this kind the Ve- 
nereal Diſeaſe i is in the conſtitution ;; but we: 
have already endeavoured to prove, that this 
venereal ſymptom is a local difeaſe ; and, ad- 
mitting this theory it follows, that neither 
falivation, nor any of the other violent effects 
of mercury, can ever be neceſſary in er, 
chancres;® cx 

The cure of chaneres may de performed 
without.eonfinement, if the patient is in good 
health; by mercury alone: the quantity muſt. 
be proportioned to the ſtrength of the patient's 
conſtitution, but principally to its power of 
bearing mercury; for ſome ſtrong conſtitu- 
tions will bear a great quantity without being at 
all irritated by it, and others, which appear in 
every reſpect to be equally ſtrong and healthy, 
cannot bear above a third part, without its pro- 


ducing great effects upon them. The ſame ob- 


ſervation, on the action of mercury, is appli- 
| e e e ee 
I 
» The doſes of mercury given by c our * were, 
in general, more than double what they now are; for ex- 
ample; fifteeti grains of calomel was fpoken of as a com- 
mon doſe: by which practice many conſtitutions ' were” 
irreparably weakened, and ſome people even. killed, by its 
immediate violent effects- 
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cable to every kind of conſtitution ;' therefore 


ſome weak people will bear more mercury than 


other very ſtrong ones. What this tendency 


in the conſtitution to be affected by this metal 


is owing to, is not yet known; but it occurs 
more frequently in the irritable habit of body, 
than in any other peculiarity of conſtitution. 


The irritable habit is not pecaliar to either the 
athletie, or weak frame of body. Moſt people 
who are afflicted with the acute gout, rheu- 


matiſm, and ſome ſpecies of ſcurvy; alſo thoſe 


of the greateſt ſenſe, and of paſſionate tempers, 
are, in general, of an irritable conſtitution. 
Another cauſe why mercury affects ſome peo- 
ple much ſooner than others, I imagine to be; 
that it diſſolves eaſier in ſotne people's bo- 
dies than in others, owing probably to ſome” 
ſuch peculiarity in the abſorbent fyſtem, or its 
contained fluid, as is favourable to the diſſol- 
ving of mercury: as a farther proof of which, 


it may be remarked, that thoſe who are molt * 


eaſy to be ſalivated, are the fooneſt cured of the 

Venereal Diſeaſe ; and, on the contrary, that 
there are ſome men, as well as women, who 
are ſo inapt to be affected by mercury, that it 
is almoſt impoflible to ſalivate them, and 
equally difficult to cure them. Inſtances of this 


conſtitutional inaptitude to be affected by mer- 


eury, 
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cury, are not very uncommon; one of which 
occurred to me in the Magdalen-houſe, in an 


excceding ſtrong healthy young woman : ſhe. 


rubbed in a dram of ſtrong mercurial ointment, ! 
night and morning, for ſix weeks, and during 
one half of; that time, took two grains of ca- 
lomel night and morning ; and during the re- 
mainder, took a grain and a half of corroſive. 
ſublimate daily; by which ſhe was cuted of 
ſome bad chancres; and this great quantity of 


mercury produced no apparent effect upon hert 
ſhe had been- in. the Lock hoſpital the year 


before, where ſhe had uſed a great quantity of 
mercury with the ſame effect. It is ſomewhat. 
remarkable, that this woman had, every ſpring, 
an eruption greatly reſembling the leproſy, 


_ cury.. In ſome of theſe caſes, it may be ad- 


viſeable to introduce the mercury by fumipa- 


ting the whole ſurface of the body, Moepting. 


the head; for, in this way, a greater quantity 


of mercury may be intrgduced into the conſti- 


tution, in a more minutely diſſolved ſtate, than 


either in a ſolid or a fluid vehicle. Howevegs;; 
though ſome idea may be formed of the proper * 
doſe of mercury, by knowing its effects pon the 


patient at a former time, yet no certain rule 


can be learnt from this, becauſe. the gonſtitu- 
tion 
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tlon may have altered its tendency to be 4 
fected by this metal. Men uſually bear mer 
cury better than women, ' Some people are 


leſs ſtimulated by mercury after having often! 


gone through mercurial courſes; and, on the' 


contrary, others are, by the uſe of that metal, 


brought into ſo irritable a ſtate, that they can-! 
not bear ſo-large doſes as before ſuch a change 
in their conſtitutions took place. From alli 
theſe” circymiſtances then, it appears, that it 
ſhould be a conſtant rule to begin with ſmall 
doſes of mercury, and afterwards inereaſe them 
ſo as to produce ſome ſymptom, ſhewing that 
it is in the body in a diſſolved ſtateeeG. 
This method of curing chancres without 
ſalivatioh, is what is called an alterative mer- 
curial courſe; by which term is meant, ſuch 1 
a one as produces noa apparent effect upon the 
conſtitution. From What has been ſaid, it 
muſt appear, that the quantity of mercury ne- 


ceſſary for this purpoſe will vary according to 
the L conſtitution'; and that the prepa- 


ration to be choſen for this purpoſe, muſt be 
that which ae 1250 leaſt r 1 


| upon the patient. 


This method of cure is to be petſbrmed by 
introducing into, and: keeping in the body, a 


——— of mercury 1 in a diflolved fate; 
which 


(9 J 


which courſe is to be continued till a cure is 


completed. In the cure of chancres, the ulcer 
maſt be perfectly healed, and the ſurrounding 
hardneſs entirely diſperſed; for it muſt be re- 
membered, that the hardened ſwellings on 
which chancres are ſeated, are as true venereal 


ſymptoms as the ulcers are, and not the fmple 


effects of | inflammarion ; ſo that from them 
the Venereal Diſeaſe may be received into the 
conſtitution, / and every ſymptom of its worſt 
ſtate be thereby produced. The only proof 
yet known of mercury being in a diſſolved ſtate 
in the hunlan body, is, by its producing ſome 
apparent effects; the firſt of which often is, 
an exudation of the metal through the ſkin, 


which is known by its changing the appear- 


ance or colour of metallic ſubſtances catried 
about by che patient; making filver reſemble 
pewter, and gold look like filver:: the next 
effect is, moſt commonly, a copper - like taſte 
in the mouth every morning ; this, when it 
increaſes, is accompanied with'a peculiar ſmell 
of the breath, different from that ſymptom 


when owing to any other cauſe: this is ſue- 


ceeded by a ſoreneſs of the gums, which are 


then ſwelled, and turn whitiſh at their edges: 


and when this affection of the gums: increales, 
e — glands become affected, and a ſali- 
. | vation 


rules only can be given; for ſo many changes 


1.81 
vation then enſues. The other effects of mer- 
cury are, cauſing an increaſed ſecretion of ſweat 
and urine: but when theſe laſt effects of mer- 
cury increaſe, the conſtitution becomes weak- 


ened, or a tendency to inflammation in the 


kidneys is produced; and then it is proper to 
join other medicines with the mercurials, to 


leſſen the doſes of mercury, or to leave it off 


entirely, till theſe ſymptoms are removed. 
The curative intent then is, to introduce ſuch 
a-quantity-of mercury into the patient's habit 
of body, as ſhall be ſufficient to ſhew, that it 
is in a diſſolved ſtate, and not to ſalivate, or 
produce any other effects upon the conſtitu- 


f tion; which courſe is to be continued till the 


chancre is cured. For this purpoſe, one of the 


mild preparations of mercury ſhould be given 


internally; and this, in my opinion, is prefer- 
able to the uſing mercurial ointment, which 
is not more effectual, but certainly more in- 
convenient, and therefore need never be ad- 
viſed, excepting that the patient is of ſuch a 


conſtitution as not to boy able to e the NOR | 
| * neceſſary. | 


The next ſubject to be heyy is, the 
management of the conſtitution during a mer- 
curial courſe : with regard to which, general 


may 


* 


WF == 

may happen in it during this time, that it 
would be too tedious to ſpeak upon every par- 
ticular circumftance. Whilſt there is either a 
mercurial exudation through the pores of the 
{kin, the copper-like taſte in the mouth, mer- 
curial ſmelling breath, or ſoreneſs of the gums, 
the ſame quantity of mercury ſhould be con- 
tinued; but it may be either increaſed or 
diminiſhed, ſo as to preſerve theſe its gentleſt 
effects, by which it ſhews itſelf to be in a diſ- 
ſolved ſtate: if a ſpitting comes on, it may be 
checked by leaving off the mercury, and by 
giving a cathartic or two: when ſweats are the 
conſequence, if the patient wears warmer 
elothes than uſual, ſome of them ſhould be 
left off; for clothing lightly by night, as well 
as by day, will ſometimes effectually remove 
this ſymptom; a caſe of which kind happened 
to a patient, whom I directed to lie every 
night, during the courſe, which continued two 
months, with only a ſheet over him; and this 
alone, without medicines, anſwered the de- 
fired effect. It may be neceſſary alſo, in this 
ſtate, to change the preparation of mercury; 
for ſome are apt to act upon the perſpiratory 
organs, particularly mercurius ſublimatus: and, 
as hath been already remarked, they are all apt 

do vary in their effect: on different people, ſo 
* that 
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that it is poſſible for a mild preparation to pro- 
duce this effect, when an aerid one will not, 
or even, that every mild one will have this 
effect, and every acrid one will not: it is there- 
fore certainly always adviſeable to try another 
mercurial, inſtead of that which produced the 
ſweats, before any other alteration is made, or 


other medicine preſeribed. It may alſo be ne- 


ceſſary to adminiſter other medicines in order 
to check the ſweats: theſe ſhould be tonics, 
or aſtringents. Of the firſt kind, the Peruvian 
bark claims our greateſt attention: acids are 
not adviſeable, being apt to purge the patient, 
by uniting with the mercury in the ſtomach, 
and bowels. The fame method of treatment 
is to be adopted when it acts upon the kidneys, 


producing an increaſed ſecretion of urine. In 


a gentle mercurial courſe, confinement to the 


| houſe is not neceſſary; for it has been proved 


by experiments, that being expoſed to the air 
in the ordinary way, is not attended with any 
danger in ſuch a mercurial courſe z nor will it 


prevent the mercury from doing all which is 


needful for the ſafe cure of this venereal ſymp- 
tom. An abſtemious diet is alſo recommended 


by many authors as a neceſſary aſſiſtant to a 


mercurial courſe; but no ſatis factory reaſons 
have. been given for this; and experimental 


obſer» 


Te}. 


obſervations prove, that a perſon who is kept 


on ſuch a diet as puddings, bread, broths, and 
ſuch kind of food, refraining from animal ſub- 
ſtances, will not, from that circumſtance, be 
cured of a venereal complaint in leſs time than 
another who eats a hearty meal of animal fleſh 
every day; and, if a low diet is not neceſſary 
in the cure, it ſhould not be adviſed, leſt the 
patient's conſtitution ſhould be weakened by 
it, which might retard the cure, by rendering 
the body incapable of bearing the quantity of 

mercury neceſſary for that purpoſe, and might 
bring the patient into ſuch a debilitated ſtate, 
as would make the cure very difficult. The 
diet then ſhould be the ſame as in a ſtate of 
health, excepting that neither acids nor vege- 
tables muſt be taken into the ſtomach ſo as to 


unite with the mercury; nor muſt they be al- 


lowed at all, if there 1s a tendency to purging. 
The preſerving a comfortable warmth of the 


ſkin, by a proper quantity of clothing, is ne- 


ceflary; and drinking 4 pint or two of any di- 
luting liquor warm, every day, is an affiftant 

to the action of the mercury. | 
1 have avoided ſaying any thing on the treat- 
ment of the ulcer, becauſe, in this method of 
cure, the whole dependence is upon the action 
of mercury; but keeping the part affected clean 
3 . by 
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by waſhing or fomenting it once or twice a 
day with warm water, 1s certainly uſeful. 

Having ſaid thus much upon the preſent 
moſt approved methods of curing chancres, I 
now beg leave to expreſs my doubts concern- 
ing the neceſſity of affecting the conſtitution at 
all by mercury for the cure of chancres. I 
have known many people cured without any 
mercurial effects being produced on the body; 
which gave me the firſt hint of the diſeaſe not 
being in the conſtitution, becauſe I had re- 
marked, and it is certainly a fact, that mer- 
cury does very little, if any ſervice in the con- 
ſtitutional ſtate of the Venereal Diſeaſe, unleſs 
it produces ſome of its apparent effects upon 
the body. | e | 

The other method of curing chancres, by 
aſſiſting the mercurial courſe with proper ſur- 
gical applications to the ſores, is recommended 
by moſt authors on this ſubject. Many and 
different applications are adviſed : for example, 
ſome are of opinion that a chancre ſhould be 
treated as a common benign ulcer ; others ad- 
viſe mercurial applications, on the idea of their 
power of deſtroying the venereal virus. As to 
the common ointments which are uſed to other 
ulcers, they have ſcarcely any effect upon 
chancres : and as to mercurial applications, 
| their 


44] 


their effeAs vary greatly; for an acrid prepa- 
ration will ſtimulate ; a mild one will relax the 
ſore: and it ſeems to me, that when a mer- 
curial application irritates a ſore much, it does 
not act as mercury, becauſe the irritation pro- 


duced on its ſurface will prevent the ſolution 


or abſorption of the mercurial particles. 

There are three ways of applying mercury 
to chancres : the firſt is, in a ſolid form; the 
ſecond is, by ſuſpending it in a proper vehicle; 
the third, by diflolving it into a vapour by 
fire. The firſt method is not ſo much in uſe 
now as formerly, becauſe the preparations 
which were applied, often ated as a cauſtic, 
or eſcharotic, when deſigned to act as a mild 
mercurial : they may ſerve however as digeſt- 
ves, or cleanſers of chancres. Mercury is ca- 
pable of being taken into the conſtitution in 


this way; an inſtance of which occurred in the 


London hoſpital, nine years ago, in a woman 
whoſe breaſt had been amputated ; and when 
the wound was healing, it was ſprinkled every 
day with mercurius præcipitatus ruber : when 
this had been repeated ſeven days ſucceſſively, 
a falivation came on, which gradually diſap- 
peared in a week, on the mercurial application 
being deſiſted from; and the ptyaliſm, which 
was a true mercurial one, was brought on a 
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ſecond time by a _—— of the fame appli- 
cation. 

The next method of MEEWN mercury, by 
ſuſpending it in a proper vehicle, may be 
either in the form of an. ointment, cerate, 
or lotion. The ointments uſed for this pur- 
poſe are mercurial ointment, mercurial cerate, 
or red precipitate of mercury or calomel mixt 
with lard, or with any kind of mild oint- 
ment. The chief objection to this method of 
applying mercury is, that the unctuous ſub- 
ſtance, in which the mercurial preparation is 
ſuſpended, does not unite, readily with the 
matter diſcharged from the chancre, which 
therefore uſually acts as an intermediate fluid, 
between the ulcer and the unguent, prevent- 
ing the mercury from being applied to the 
ulcer: but when mercury is applied in the form 
of a lotion, the common preparation is corroſive 
ſublimate diſſolved in water, in the proportion 
of about half a grain to an ounce of water. 
Diſtilled water is however better. for this pur- 
poſe than common water: if a ſtronger folution 
of mercury is required, it may be eaſily had by 
ſaturating the water with a few grains of fal 
ammonizc. Calomel is ſometimes uſed in this 
way; but it does not unite ſo well with water. 
This mode of uſing mercury is much. more 

efficacious 


gyms "yy 


CY 
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efFcacious than mercurial unguents, becauſe the 


watery vehicle, uniting better with the matter of 
the ſore, aifoids greater-certainty of the mer- 


cury being actually applied to its ſurface. 


Ihe third node of uſing mercury to chancres 
is by fumigation. This is done by pouring ſome 
ſolid preparation of mercury, either upon burn- 
ing coals, or on an heated iron, and conveying 


the fun of the burnt mercury to the chancre, 


thr: ough a funnel ; ſactiticus cinnabar has been 
generaily uica tor this purpoſe; and molt authors 
alert, that warm aromatic gummy ſubſtances, 
burnt with the mercury, aſſiſt its action. This is 
the moſt efeciual method of applying mercury 
to an ulcer, becauſe there is more certainty of 
its being actually applied to its whole ſur- 
face, and it will be more likely to penetrate 
into its ſmalleſt abſorbent veſſels. This pro- 


ceſs is proper for chancres which are of a very 


malignant diſpoſition, have much ſurrounding 
hardneſs, erode deeply into, or ſpread wide 
on, the part where ſeated; and in many ſach 
caſes it is certainly of very great utility: but 


it ſhould never be adviſed in common. venereal 


ſores, being lo apt to cauſe them to heal ſud- 


denly, and thereby throw the diſeaſe into the 
conſtitution ; ſome inſtances of which I have 
ſeen. Thele obſervations are applicable to all 


caſes 
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caſes of ulcers, where a mercurial application 
is the object required. 

Another method of treating chancres, is by 
applying cauſtic to their ulcerated ſurfaces. 
This has lately come into ſome repute, being 
ſuppoſed to deſtroy the infected part, and by 
that means to expedite the cure: but it is an 
ancient practice revived, being treated on by 


Ambroſe Parey, in his chirurgical works, two 


hundred years ago: The method is this: the 
part is to be touched with ſuch a cauſtic as 
will produce a flough upon its ſurface ; as ſoon 
as this ſlough comes off, the cauſtic application 
is to be repeated, and this proceis is to be pur- 
ſued till the ulcer has loſt its venereal ap- 
pearance. If this method is ſucceſsful, the 
fore will become of a more benign nature, after 
the caſting off of every ſlough. The cauſticum 
lunare is, I think, the beſt for this purpoſe, 


| becauſe it is ſo ſolid that it may be cut into 


any form, and is not apt to liquify on being 
wetted, therefore leſs liable to ſpread beyond 
the part where applied, than any other cauſtic. 
The principle on which this practice is recom- 
mended, (as has been already ſaid) is to deſtroy 
that part of the ulcer which is truely venereal : 
therefore it behoves us to be ſtrictly attentive 
to the action of the cauſtic ; to ſee that it pro- 
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duces a flough. In ſome caſes, it is neceſſary 
to uſe a more active one than the cauſticum 
lunare; and we muſt be guided in our choice 
by attending to their effects upon the chancre. 
A clear idea ſhould be had of this fact, viz. 
that a cauſtic not powerful enough to cauteriſe 
the ſurface cf an ulcer, will act as an aſtrin- 
gent. I have ſeen four caſes of chancres to 
which lunar cauſtic was applied, and in which 
no ſlough was produced : they each healed in 
about nine days, and ſymptoms of the conſti- 
tutional lues venerea appeared immediately af- 
terwards ; from which circumſtance it is highly 
probable, the cauſtic, by acting as an aſtrin- 
gent, cauſed the chancres to. heal fo ſoon, 
and the conſtitutional lues to enſue. The 
ſame effect may alſo happen from the cauſtic 
not being ſkilfully prepared, or having loſt its 
ſtrength by being long expoſed to the air, or 
wetted ; for a' weakened, or a diluted cauſtic, 
will act either as an eſcharotic, or an aſtringent. 
Having faid ſo much in favour of the practice 
of applying cauſtics to chancres, Jeſt it ſhould 
be inferred that they may be cured by local ap- 
plications alone, I will, in as ſhort a compals 
as poſſible, deſcribe a mode of cure, which ap- 


pears to me to be the moſt ſafe and expeditious 
of any. 


A chan- 
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A chancre, if not accompanied with much 
inflammation of the ſurrounding part, ſhould, 


at its firſt appearance, have its whole ſurface 
touched with ſuch a cauſtic as will produce a 


thin ſlough on the whole ulcerated ſurface. 
The cauſticum lunare will, in moſt caſes, have 
the deſired effect, and is preferable to moſt 
others, for the reaſons before mentioned. - The 
ulcer ſhould then be dreſſed with fine dry lint, 
which is preferable to any unctuous dreſſing, 
becauſe it will keep better on the part. On 
the next day, if the cauſtic has done its office, 


the ſore will be covered with a white flough, 


or one will come off with the lint. The cauſtic 
muſt be repeated daily, -(if' the flough comes 
off ſo often) till the chancre aſſumes the ap- 
pearance of a benign healing ulcer, or is much 
ſunk below the ſurface of the ſurrounding 
edge. This mode of treatment will, in many 
caſes, much expedite the cure, but is not al- 
ways ſucceſsful; for, in ſome, the inflammation 
of the part on which the ulcers are ſituated 


continues to increaſe, and they do not mend 


in their appearance. When this happens, it 
may be rationally imagined, that the venereal 
virus contaminates more of the ulcer than the 
cauſtic deſtroys. In this ſituation it ieems pro- 
bable, that, if a cauſtic was uſed which was 
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powerful enough to deſtroy as much of the 
ulcer as is infected w th the venereal virus, the 
advantages expected woul be gained: in ſach 
caſes, the ſtrength of the cauſtics uſed ſhould 
be gradually increaſed. The lapis ſepticus 19 
the ſtrongeſt of any of the ſolid cauſties. But 
from experience I am certain, that this pracs. 
tice will not be ſacceſsful in all eaſes, and, 1 
think, from this «cauſe, that there are ſome 
chancres which are. rendered more malignant 
by every irritating application. * t , 

But, as chancres cannot be ſafely cuted b 
out a mercurial courſe of medicines, at leaſt I can- 
not from my own experiments aſſert that they 
may; therefore ſuch a mercurial eourſe ſhould 
be begun at their firſt appearance, as was pre- 
ſcribed for their cure by internals alone, which 
ſhould be perſevered in till the chancre is 


| healed, and the ſurrounding hardneſs quite 


difperſed : and if, as ſometimes happens, the 
the mercurial courſe ſhould be continued for 


about five weeks; for there is always great 


danger of a conſtitutional lues being produced 
1101. 19 | $ _w_ > S424 B& 4 by 
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by a chancre badly treated ; and from prac» Pp 
tical obſervations it appears, that a mercurial lo 
courſe will prevent ſuch effect from taking 
place. By this method all chancres may be cl 
cured, if the patient is otherwiſe in good of 
health, and the part where they are ſeated does Ol 
not inflame ſo as to prevent the application of * 


the cauſtic : the principal cauſes of which are, 

either a conſumptive or gouty habit, of body, 
any viſceral diſeaſe, in which mercury is known 

to be hurtful, or a diſpoſition in the part to 

ſpread into a large ulcer, or to mortify. Theſe 
diſeaſes are only to be conſidered as an impedi- 
i ment to the cure, by preventing the uſe of the 
5 ' proper doſes of mercury. 

In any of theſe ſituations, proper medicines 
for curing the other diſeaſe ſhould be joined 
with the mercurial courſe, and ſuch only ads 
miniſtered as will not, by uniting with the 
mercury, cauſe it to. irritate the inteſtines, 
Some authors adviſe, that the conſtitutionaÞ 
complaint ſhould be cured before a mercurial 
courſe is entered upon; but this practice ſhould 
never be followed, unleſs the patient's health 
is in ſuch a ſtate as that the uſe of mercury 
would endanger the loſs of life; for, if the 
chancres heal before the mercurial courſe is 
commenced, a confututiondl lues venerea would 

pro- 
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probably enſue, which would require a much 
longer and more powerful mercurial courſe. 

The next circumſtance, of a tendency in the 
chancre to ſpread to a large ſize, occurs moſt 
often in people of a ſcorbutic habit of body, 
or whoſe juices are in ſuch a ſtate, that wounds 
or ſores of any kind become of a bad diſpoſi- 
tion, and are with difficulty brought into a 
healing ſtate. As ſoon as this diſpoſition takes 
place, if it is accompanied with feveriſh 
ſymptoms, an antiphlogiſtic courſe is to be 
ſubſtituted inſtead of the mercurial one: if 
there is no fever, the Peruvian bark in full 
and frequent doſes will generally have the 
deſired effect; but if the ulcer ſtill retains 
much of the venereal aſpect, the bark may be 
given with the mercury. 2 

In the other ſtate, that is, a tendency to 
mortification, the mercurial courſe muſt be im- 
mediately deſiſted from, and the diſeaſe treated 
kilfully, according to its preſent ſymptoms, - 
without any regard being had to its having 
ariſen from a venereal cauſe, It is farther ne- 
ceſſary to remark, that mortifications ariſe from 
various cauſes, being ſometimes owing to de- 
ility, but moſt often to inflammation : in the 
former caſe, a free uſe of the bark, and cor 
dals, and in the other, cooling and ſedativo 


A I 
remedies, may be judiciouſly adviſed. In the 
ulcerative ſtate, ſuch dreſſings ſhould be uſed 


to the part, as give moſt eaſe: an emollient 


poultice ſhould be firſt tried ; and if that has 
not the deſired effect, I would adviſe the uſe 
of an ointment compoſed of equal parts of 
opium and hog's-lard, or any other proper ſubs. 


Nance for forming it into an ointment, or ce- 


rate; ſuch an application being an admirably. 

good one in moſt caſes. of ſpreading ulcers. 
In the mortified ſtate; emollient poultices will 

in general do all the ſervice that can be ex- 
pected from topical remedies; for ſtimulating 
applications do much harm in moſt mortifica- 

ons. By ſuch methods, moſt chancres may 
be cured, though it muſt be allowed that there 
are ſome which, from bad treatment, virulency 
of the diſcaſe, or other circumſtances, are ex- 
ceedingly difficult to be brought into a healing 
ſtate, and which reſiſt the action of the reme- 
dies laſt. mentioned: in ſuch caſes, hemlock 
or arſenie may be uſed, both internally and 
externally and mercurial 2 en are par- 
ticularly, uſeful. 

The next ſubject of cedtidetation 3 is, the im- 
mediate conſequential ſymptoms ariſing from 
chancres: the moſt: common of which are, the 
Ou _—_— and Paraphymoſis, in men; 
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and Swelling of the Labia pudendi, in wo- 
men: the other, leſs frequent ſymptoms, 
are Ulcers of the Tonſils, the Lips, Tongue, 


or inſide of the Mouth, Verrucæ, and Con- 


dylomata, Warts, Eruptions on the whole ſur- 
face of the body, and Ulcers on the part where 
the chancres had been ſeated. Some one of 
theſe ſymptoms will uſually enſue from chan- 
cres unſkilfully treated; but, in ſome eaſes, 


| the diſcaſe attacks other parts of the body, 


which are leſs ſuſceptible of the action of the 
venereal virus; as the Perioſteum with Nodes, 
the Bones with Nocturnal Pains, and Caries. 

- Theſe are the ſymptoms moſt commonly 
cauſed by chancres when they produce any 


other diſeaſe : and I now proceed to make a 


few obſervations upon each of them, in the 
order in which they are here ranged. 

A Bubo is an inflammation of one or more 
of the lymphatic glands in any part of the 
body. The proper term is, a Venereal Bubo, 


| becauſe there are other kinds, as the Critical 


bubo ariſing from a fever, or the Peſtilential 


one from the plague ; this diſtinction however 


is unneceffary in this work, as there is no pro- 


bability of this kind of bubo being taken for 


any but a venereal one. In the former part 


of this work I have endeavoured to prove, that 


the 
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the. matter diſcharged. from a chancre is vene- 
teal, and will, if applied to a ſecretory ſurface, 
or a wounded part, produce the Venereal Diſ- 
eaſe. It is alſo, I think, as certain, that ſuch 
matter abſorbed, will produce ſome venereal 
ſymptom, (unleſs ſuch a quantity of mercury 
is in the body, as to prevent its action) of 
which a bubo furniſhes us with the cleareſt 
proof, both from the time when it makes its 
appearance, and from its being always ſeated 
in the lymphatic glands which are neareſt to 
the chancre, in the courſe of the circulation 
from thence to the thoracic duct. 2 
But it is an extraordinary fact, that it never 
paſſes through one ſet of glands, and then pro- 
duces its effects upon another gland; the rea- 
ſon of which is not known. The moſt pro- 
bable con jecture ſeems ta be, that the matter, 
in order to cauſe an inflammation in a lym- 
phatic gland, muſt be poſſeſſed of a certain de- 
gree of virulency, which it poſſeſſes in the 
chancre, but loſes. by being diluted with tho 
lymphatic fluid, in its paſſage from one 3 
to another.. | 
Another remarkable circumſtance is, that 
matter abſorbed from a bubo never cauſes the 
ſame diſeaſe in the next ſet of glands beyond 
«the Wee, one, in the courſe of the lym- 
phatic 


a = 
phatic veſſels from thence to the heart: if this 
was not ſo, the diſeaſe would often be fatal, 
by the number of them bringing the patient 
into a conſumption, or their ſituation. being 
out of the reach of ſurgical aid. This fact ig 
the more extraordinary, becauſe it has been 
proved by experiments, that the matter from 
a bubo is venereal, and will communicate the 
diſeaſe ; accidental proofs of which have ariſe 
from ſuch matter having been applied to a 
Surgeon's finger or hand, when the wound al- 
ways becomes a venereal fore, or chancre ; and 
a bubo in the axilla is as likely to happen from 
it, as one in the groin is from a chancre on 
the genitals. But, although a bubo is not ca- 
pable of cauſing an abſceſs in the lymphatic 
veſſels, or glands, at any diſtance from it, yet 
it has ſome ſuch power on thoſe which are 
contiguous to the diſeaſed one; for a ſecond, 
and ſometimes a third bubo will ariſe near the 
firſt, during its healing, or before à cure is 
perfected; of which I have ſeen ſeveral in- 
ſtances. Theſe ſecondary buboes (as they may 
be called) ſeem not to be endued with ſo much 
venereal virulence as the primary one; and, 
from caſes, which I have ſeen, I think it pro- 
ve that ſome of them are not venereal; but 

. cauſed 
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tauſed merely by the inflammation excited in 
the part by the firſt abſceſs, 
The methods of curing buboes are two: the 
firſt is, by diſperſing them; the other is, by 


bringing them to ſuppuration. The mode of 
repelling them is, by applying diſcuſſing reme- 


dies to the ſwollen part, and adminiſtering ſuch 
internal medicines as are proper in other caſes 
of local inflammations. Mercurial ointment 
is the moſt powerful difcutient in theſe caſes. 


The moſt common method is, to rub the oint- 
ment in upon the part; but as, from late diſ- 


cover ies, the courſe of the lymphatic veſſels 
which paſs through the glands of the groin, is 
found to be along the inſide of the thigh, the 
moſt judicious and effectual way of uſing mer- 
curial ointment for this purpoſe 1 is, by having 
it rubbed into the infide of the thigh; by which 
the mercury is likely to paſs through the diſ- 


eaſed: gland, in its paſſage to the thoracic duct; 


whereas, in the other manner, but a very ſmall 
proportion of the mercury paſſes into the tu- 
mor, beſides that the act of rubbing it on the 
part often does harm by giving pain. The beſt 
applications to the tumor are, the emplaſtrum 
mercuriale, emplaſtrum & ſapone, or a poul- 
tice of a ſolution of ſaccharum ſaturni-in water, 
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and bread or linſced powder; and that appli- 

cation 1s to be preferred, which gives moſt eaſe, 
Taking blood from the part by leeches, will 
alſo be found a moſt effectual remedy in lome 
few caſes, where the ſkin which covers the 
tumor. is much inflamed, 5a 

The medicinal courſe ſhould be, gentle ca- 

thartics, tuch as ſal glauberi, manna, or in- 
fulio ſennæ. A moderate doſe of one of theſe 
ſnould be given every ſecond or, third day. 
Venzſection ſhould alſo be uſed, if the patient 
is teveriſh, Emetics ſeem to have the moſt 
powerful effect in cauſing the abſorption of 
matter,: of any internal medicine; therefore, in 
obſtinate cafes, and in all thoſe in which we 
are particularly deſirous to prevent à ſuppura- 
tion, a moderately active emetic ſhould be ad- 
miniſtered as often as the patient can bear it. 
Wine, ſpirits, and all heating and hi; h-ſex- 
ſoned faod, ſhould be forbid. Reſt, and an 


a eaſy poſture of the part, are alſo great aſſiſtants 


in promoting the reſolution of theſe tumors. 
The other method of curing buboes is, by 
cauſing them to ſuppurate. This being an act 
performed by the conſtitution, the object of 
Surgery is, to aſſiſt nature, by keeping the 
part warm, and gently ſtimulated; which pur- 
** are well effected by the application of a 
* * 


1 
plaiſter of diachylon cum gummis, which is, 
in general, preferable to any poultices, being 
equally effectual, and more eaſily kept on the 
part. During the maturation of a bubo, it is 
a matter of doubt, whether mercurial medi- 
cines ought to be uſed, or not. If the abſceſs 
makes a proper progreſs to ſuppuration, mer- 
curials ſhould be deſiſted from till the matter 
is let out: but, if the maturation goes on 
ſlowly, then ſome active mercurial medicine 
ſhould be preſcribed, in ſuch ſmall doſes as 
not to excite any evacuation from the conſti- 
tution; for, given in this way, it is a moſt 
efficacious remedy for promoting the matura- 
{2 tion of all kinds of abſceſſes. The diet ſhould 
1 | be the ſame as in health; and, if the ſappu- 
1 ration is flow in its progreſs, a quart of porter, 
or a pint of wine, ſhould be taken every day. 
It is hardly neceſſary to add, that mercury, 
uſed in ſuch quantities as to ſalivate, or paſs 
off by the inteſtines, will tend to prevent the 
ho ſuppuration ; which it does in two ways, firſt 
© by the evacuations it produces, and next by de- 
if ſtroying or 1 the action of the vene- 
* real virus. | 
When the. "hate . ſurface of the 
or is ſoft, and become ſo thin that the 
K of the contained matter may be 
\ plainly 
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Slainly felt, and the ſurrounding hardneſs has 
ſubſided, it is in a proper ſtate to be opened; 
the methods of doing which are, either by 


- cauſtic, or inciſion. The moſt common me- 


thod is, by applying a ſoft cauſtic on the 
whole ſurface which covers the matter. The 
cauſticum commune fortius is the beſt for this 


purpoſe : before you apply it, it ſhould be 


ſoftened with ſoap, then ſpread on a piece of 


lint, and a thick adheſive plaiſter applied round 


the part which is to be cauteriſed, to prevent 
it from acting on any other but that which 
covers the matter. The time neceſſary for the 
cauſtic. to lie on, will be according to the 
thickneſs of the part which is to be formed 
into an efchar. When the cauſtic is removed, 
the eſchar ſhould be punctured for the diſ- 
charge of the matter, and then dreſſed with 
warm emollient poultices, or pledgets of mild 
digeſtive ointments, which ſhould be continued 


till the eſchar caſts off, and the ulcer is in a 


healing ſtate. It is the practice of ſome Sur- 
geons, to cut away the eſchar as ſoon 2s the 
cauſtic is removed ; but this is needleſs, as it 
will not expedite the cure, nor be in any way 
a preſervative of the conſtitution againſt the 


abſorption of venereal matter; and, in fact, is 
improper, becauſe, by expoſing the inſide of 
the. 
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the abſceſs to the action of the dreſſings and 
air, much unneceſſary pain is cauſed, from its 
being fo extremely tender to the touch. | 

© The other method of dpening buboes is, by 
inciſion: this may be, in general, performed 
with one ſtroke of an abſceſs-lancet: the tu- 
mor is to be opened its whole length, and in 
its longeſt direction; in which operation it is 
always neceffary to attend to the ſituation of 
the inguinal artery, becauſe, in ſome cates, it 
is almoſt in contact with the matter; and then, 
unleſs it was ſkilfufly performed, and the pa- 
tient properly confined during the time, there 
would be great danger of committing à fatal 
error, in opening the artery; accidents of which 
kind have, I believe, happened. Another cau- 
tion neceſſary in this way of opening buboes, 
is to ſtop the hæmorrhage, which often hap- 


ens from ſome ſmall branch of an artery un- 


avoidably cut in making the inciſion; for, as 
fuch ariſe from the inguinal trunk, they are 


apt to throw out a great quantity of blood: 


this therefore ſhould always be done before 


we leave the patient, either by dry lint and 
preſſure, prepared dried ſponge, or needle and 
ligature ; the neceſſity of which is proved by 
this caſe.—A Gentleman had a bubo opened 
by incifion at eleven o'clock: in the forenoon4 

the 
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the wound was dreſſed with dry lint, and the 


hemorrhage thereby ſtopped; in the evening 


he was in company in a warm room, when he 
ſuddenly became pale, fainted, and fell from 
his ſeat; as ſoon as he recovered, on exami- 
ning the bubo, he found near a quart of blood 


in his breeches,. and it was then iſſuing 


freely from a ſmall artery, which was imme 
diatcly ſecured by needle and ligature. Ano- 
ther inſtance of this kind happened ta a Gen- 
tleman in London, to whom I was called :—a 
deep-ſeated. bubo had been opened in his groin 
a few hours before, and the blood. was then 
flowing fo freely from a large. branch of an 
artery, that, if it had continued half an hour 
in that ſtate, it would probably have proved 
fatal : I took up the bleeding veſſel by needle 
and ligature, which ſtopped the hemorrhage z 
but this patient did not recover the loſs of 
blood in two months, having been but lately 
arrived from the Eaſt-Indies, in a very relaxed 
ſtate of health, The method of opening bu- 
boes by incifion is not now ſo much in uſe as 
formerly, as it was often found, that the heal- 
ing of the wound was attended with much 
difficulty, owing to its lips becoming callous, 
or ſo tucked in, and united to the cavity of the 


. as to render another painful operation 


ſome- 
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fotnetimes neceſſary, that is, cutting off the 
lips with a ſcalpel, or crooked ſciſſars. The 
cauſtic method is free from theſe objections, 
from its deſtroying the parts which cauſe the 
laſt-mentioned accidents. | 

Buboes, when opened either by incifion or 
exiſts, are ſubje& alſo to the following acci- 
dents. The firſt is a ſudden change of the 
ulcer from an healing ſtate to a phagedæ- 
nic fore, with jagged hard lips: for this, 


the Peruvian bars is the beſt remedy ; and 


the mercurial courſe may be either continued 
or left off, as experience will direct; it being 


in ſome uſeful, in others injurious. This ac- 


cident is moſt liable to occur in buboes which 
have been opened by inciſion. 
Another change, after they are in a healing 


ſtate, is, to ſpread into a large 1ll-conditioned 


ſore, having a ſmooth ungranulated ſurface, of 
a livid colour: this change is in ſome caſes 


very ſudden, happening even in twenty-four 


hours, and without pain. The Peruvian bark, 
given in full doſes, is the grand remedy to be 
depended upon in theſe caſes; and cooling me- 
dicines, cordials, acids, or opiates, may be given 
with the bark, 5 
The cauſe of this alteration in the ulcer 
can ſeldom. be known with certainty ; but 
| | 7 
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if (it continues ſpreading, the mercurial courſe 
muſt be immediately left off; for it ſhould 
ever be remembered, that a perſeverance in 
the uſe of mercury is a dangerous experiment, 


and has proved fatal in many caſes of this kind: 


one unhappy inſtance of which I was a witneſs 

to, in a ſtrong young.man, who was in other 
reſpects in good health, and died in conſe- 
quence of the wound ſpreading ſo as to cover 
paft of his thigh and abdomen; whereas, from 
ſeveral caſes of the ſame kind, which I have 
ſeen cured by bark and cordials, without mer- 
cury, I have no doubt but that this patient's 
life might have been ſaved by the ſame kind 
of treatment. Moſt of thele caſes ſoon yield 
to the bark, the ulcer contracting its fize, and 
aſſuming a healing diſpoſition ; in ſome, how- 
ever, the ſore continues ſpreading for ſeveral 
days, notwithſtanding the bark and other pro- 
per medicines are given: but even in ſuch, I 
diſapprove of the uſe of mercury; for it 
does not ſeem to me to be of any ſervice, and 
is known from experience generally to do 
much injury. This change ſeems not to 
ariſe from a: venercal cauſe, but more pto- 
bably from either a putrid or ſcorbutic diſ- 
poſition, an impoveriſhed ſtate of blood, or 
the effects of mercury and confinement. I have 


{cen 
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feen both methods fairly tried, and never knew 
any good done by mercury, but generally fo 
much harm that the fore continued ſpreading 
till the mercurial courſe was entirely deſiſted 
from; but the other mode of treating this 
complaint ſeldom fails of producing an apparent 
change for the better within a few days. Some 
of theſe however are much more obſtinate than 
others, the ulcer continuing to ſpread, notwith- 
ſtanding the judicious uſe of the bark aſſiſted by 
any other medicines. In ſuch caſes, I would ad- 
viſe that the ulcer be dreſſed with opium, which 
may be uſed either in a fluid form, by ma- 
king a ſtrong ſolution of it in water, and ap- 
plying lint wetted with it to the part; or it 
may be ſpread upon lint, (being fitſt ſoftened 
with a few drops of any eſſential oil) and uſed 
as a cerate, formed by mixing ſome ſunple 
. ointment. with it. Should this method not 
ſucceed, aſtringent or antiſeptic remedies are 
to be tried, or Peruvian bark in decoction, 
and externally as a fomentation, or in a, ſolid 

form, by ſprinkling the fore with the poder. 
Another accident, ſometimes attendant upon 
healing buboes, is, that they take on an ap- 
pearance much like a cancerous ulcer. This 
change ſometimes happens as ſuddenly as the 
laſt, though it is uſually ſlower: the ſore ſel- 
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doin enlarges near ſp much, and rarely exceeds. 
the bounds of the part which had been diſeaſed 
by the abſceſs, or the action of the cauſtic or 


knife, The ulcer is, in ſome of theſe caſes, of 
the colour of a healing wound; but in moſt it 


is of a very pale red, and is in all coveted with 
ſeveral eminences, each of which is ſtudded 


over with granulations, and the edges of the 
ſore are hard and uneven, or jagged. This al- 
teration ſeems in general not to be yenercal, 
becauſe mercury alone will ſeldom perform 4 
cure. Some of them may be cured by the 
Peruvian bark alone ; others do beſt with the 
bark joined with mercurials in a moderate or 
ſmall quantity : probably an opiate application 
to the ulcer might be uſeful, and ſarſaparilla 
ſhould be tried, on the idea that this morbid 
change may be cauſed by the mercury, _ 

It is remarkable that this change may occur 
many times in the fame bubo : it commonly 
happens when the fore is nearly healed, by its 
ſpreading to its former ſize, ſometimes even in 
twenty-four hours time, without pain, feyer, 
or any apparent cauſe ; the ſame mode of treat- 
ment is neceſſary every time. 

But, in fact, ſome of thele caſes are of ſo very 
obſtinate a nature, as ſeemingly to baile every 
the moſt ſkilful attempts to cure them: in ſuch, 
K hemlock 
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hemlock taken internally, and uſed externally, 


will probably be found to be the beſt remedy, 
although I believe all theſe caſes are curable 


by a perſeverance in the ſkilful uſe of bark 


and mercury. This accident is not peculiar 
to any kind of conſtitution, for it ſeems to 
occur as often in a good as a bad one. 

But I am well convinced that venereal buboes 
may te cured without any ſurgical operation, 
or cauſtic application: for, if they are treated 


as a common abſceſs, which is to be brought 


to ſuppuration, and are permitted to break of 
themſelves, and the part is afterwards dreſſed 
with proper applications, ſuch as emollient 
poultices ſoftened with oil, or mercurial oint- 
ment made without turpentine, the cure may 
be performed without further ſurgical aid. By 
this method the matter will be all diſcharged, 
and the aperture will heal often without be- 
coming a larger ſore than the flat ſurface of a 


Iplit pea. I have conſtantly uſed this method 


during theſe laſt fix years, and find that leſs 
zime 1s required to cure in this manner, than 
when either cauſtic or knife is uſed. There is, 


beſides the preſerving the patient from the 


pain of an operation, the further advantage of 


rendering the cure more expeditious, which the 


following caſe ſufficiently elucidates. 


In : 


( & ] 

In July, 1778, a young woman in the Mags 
dalen Hoſpital had a venereal bubo in eack 
groin, which were as much alike in ſize, 
ſituation, and every other circumſtance, as 
poſſible. That in the right groin was opened 
by inciſion, the fifth day of the month: that 
in the other I brought to ſuppuration; it 
broke of itſelf the twenty-eighth day of 
the ſame month, and was healed by the 
twenty-ninth day of Auguſt; whereas that 
which had been opened by incifion, was 
not cured till the middle of October. —This 
being a new method of treating buboes, I beg 
to be indulged in adding a few more lines for 
its fuller elucidation, and to vindicate it from 
ſuch objections as will probably be urged 


| againſt it. The curative intent is to procure 


an opening for the diſcharge of the matter 
contained ina venereal abſceſs, and to heal the 
part afterwards ; which deſigns are as effectu- 
ally accompliſhed by permitting the abſceſs to 
make its own opening, as by opening it by cauſtic 
or inciſion, Beſides the advantages attending 
this method, which have. been already recited, 
it ſeems to me to be highly probable, that there 
is leſs danger, in this method, of the diſcaſe 
getting into the conſtitution by abſorption of 
venereal matter, becauſe the ulcerated ſurface 
is ſo much ſmaller than when an opening is 
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made by art. But it will probably be thought 


by ſome, that permitting theſe abſceſſes to 


make their own opening, is not good ſurgery. 


Nineteen cafes, in which I have uſed this prac- 


tice with ſucceſs, prove that it will in general 
anſwer every. curative intent: and it may be 
added, that moſt other abſcefles, whether ve 


nercal or not, if ſituated as favourably as bu- 


boes, may be cured in the ſame manner, as 
J have repeatedly experienced, If letting out 
the matter from a bubo, and deſtcoying the 
pat where it had formed, would totally 
eradicate the venereal diſeaſe, it would al- 
ways be good practice to deſtroy the whole 
ſurface by cauſtic: but this is not the caſe, 
for we have no proof of the whole venere 
virus being collected at the part; and the fol- 
lowing caſe ſhews the contrary to be the fact. 
A Surgeon diſſected out two incipient buboes 
from a poor man, one from each groin, which 
had ariſen in conſequence of a chancre which 
had healed in a fortnight after its appearance, 
during which time he took three grains of 
calomel every night: each of the wounds, 
made by cutting out the buboes, became 2 
large venereal fore, which could not be healed, 
though very ſkilfully treated, till the patient 
had taken a conſiderable quantity of mercury. 
It may alſo be added to the above obſervations, 

A that 
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that the cure of buboes in this new method 
does not require more mercury than when 
opened by cauſtic or the knife. 

The next of the diſeaſes to be treated on, 
which happen in conſequence of chancres, is 
the Phymoſis. A Phymoſis is ſuch a ſtate of 


the prepuce of the penis, that it cannot be 


drawn backwards ſo as to denude the glans. 
This complaint always begins with an inflam- 
mation; which may, in moſt caſes, be cured 
by the frequent uſe of an emollient or ſedative 
lotion injected between the prepuce and glans, 
and keeping the part covered with a warm 
relaxing poultice : the bowels ſhould be kept 
lax by cooling purgatives; and ſuch other re- 
medies ſhould be uſed as are proper for the 
cure of a local inflammation. 

A long, hard, cord-like ſwelling ariſes upon 
the dorſum of the penis in ſome of theſe 
caſes : it is uſually about the thickneſs of a 
crow's quill, extends obliquely from the ſwelled 
prepuce to near the pubis, and 1s, in fome 
inſtances, not painful, or tender to the touch, 
It is remarkable, that this ſymptom is ſeldom 
cauſed by ulcers on the prepuce ; and that it 


uſually diſappears when the diſeaſe of the pre- 


puce is cured : but, if it ſhould remain. after 
tis, it _w be diſcuſſed by rubbing in mer- 
curial 


"Br. 

curial ointment on the glans, prepuce, and 
ſkin which covers the ſwelling. I have had 
one caſe of this kind which was not vene- 
real, but aroſe without any, known cauſe, and 
was not attended with any venereal ſymptom : 
at its firſt appearance, the prepuce was ſlightly 
inflamed and ſwelled. _ 

After the inflammation has ſubſided. if the 
phymoſis remains, the cauſe will be, either a 
ſwelling of the whole prepuce, partial indura- 
tions of it, or adheſions between it and the 
glans penis. In each of theſe ſtates, we are 
adviſed by moſt authors on this ſubject, to 
perform the operation for the phymoſis: this 
conſiſts in cutting through the prepuce, from 
its fore part to its attachment to the corona 
glandis : the inciſion ſhould be ſtrait, and 
made at its upper part, and a little to one fide 
to avoid cutting the artery, which runs along 
the middle of its upper ſurtace. The inciſion 
ſhould always be made with a curved knife, 
a director being introduced, if the ſtate of the 
prepuce is ſuch as to admit of both the inſtru- 
ments together; if not, it may very well be 
performed with a concave ſharp-pointed bi- 
ſtoury, in this manner: Alt is to be paſſed in 
flatways, then turned with the . cuttigg edge 
farm the point is to be immediately pro- 

truded, 
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truded, and the operation to be completed, by 
making a ſtrait inciſion through the prepuce. 
Probe ſciſſars are ſometimes uſed for this ope- 
ration; but this is not good practice, for it 
may be always done with a knife; and ſciſſars 
are a bad inftrument, for they bruiſe at the 
ſame time that they cut, therefore the wounds 
the / make are of a worſe nature than thoſe by 
the knife: another forcible reaſon to forbid 
their uſe is, that they give infinitely more pain 
than the knife, and no Surgeon can be juſtified 
in giving his patient more pain than is abſo- 
lutely neceſſiry. When this: inciſion is made, 
the next thing to be done is, to cut off the 
callous or difeaſed parts of the prepuce: the 
part is then to be dreſſed with dry lint, and to 
be treated as a common inciſed wound, till a 
digeſtion is eſtabliſhed. 

The word circumciſion originally meant the 
cutting off part, or the whole of the prepuce z 
but is uſed, in Surgery, to ſignify either that, 
or the ſimple diviſion © of the prepuce: bur, 
from my obſervations upon ſeveral operations 
for the phymoſis, I think- it may be admitted 
as a general rule, that there never is any occa- 
fion to cut off the prepuce; for, however much 
It may be ſwelled or enlarged, if from a vene- 
real . it ĩs reducible” to its original ſize, 


by 
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by the judicious uſe of mercury; and the pre- 
puce, though divided, will diminiſh ſo much 
as not to he any impediment in the venereal 
act, or in voiding the urine. But further, 
every truely venereal phymoſis, in which no 
alteration is produced in the ſtructure of the 
parts, ſo as to occaſion adheſions between the 
prepuce and glans penis, or contractions: of it 
from loſs of ſubſtance, by ſloughing or deep 
ulcerations, may be cured without any opera- 
tion, by ſuch a courſe of mercurial medicines 
as was recommended for that of chancres : 
it is neceſſary, in moſt of theſe caſes, to keep 
the gums or the, breath affected by the mer- 
cury during the whole of the cure. A poultice 
of bxead,, and milk, or linſeed powder and 
water, ſhould be kept continually on the pre- 
puce, if it is inflamed ; and a proper lotion 
ſhould be injected twice or thrice. a day be- 
tween the prepuce and glans; and, if both 
theſe parts are ulcerated, they muſt be kept 
aſunder, while they are healing, by ſome pro- 
per dreſſing, {kilfully introduced between them, 
to prevent their uniting together. This me- 
thod of treatment is conformable to the theory 
of the phymoſis being ſuch a venereal ſymp- 
tom, whoſe cure is principally to be effected 

by mercury. On this theory, I adopted . 
5 mode 
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mode of practice, and have ſucceeded in evety 
caſe which has come under my care for theſe 
laſt ſeven years, and have not failed, in one 
| fingle inſtance, of cucing without the operation, 
or even any confinement to the houſe. Other 
objections to the operation for the phymoſis, 
are, that it is ſometimes attended with a trou- 


bleſome hæmorrhage, requiring the uſe f 


the needle and ligature: in other caſes, the 
ſore becomes extremely painful, ſpreads, and 
is very tedious of cure inſtances of n 1 
have ſeen. 

The next ſymptom to be wean on is the 
Paraphymoſis. The cauſe of this is the ſame 
as that of the phymoſis; therefore, if the pre- 
puce in a phymoſis was to be retracted behind 
the corona glandis, it would there form ſuch 
a ſtricture, that it could not again be drawn 
forwards over the glans penis; which conſti- 
tutes the diſeaſe called paraphymoſis. In ſome 
caſes, this complaint requires the immediate 
aſſiſtance of a ſkilful ſurgeon ; for the ſtricture, 
by cauſing inflammation and impeding the 
circulation, would, in a bad habit of body, 
bring on a mortification of the glans. The 
operation conſiſts in dividing the ftriftures hy 


incifion, and then reducing the prepuce to its 


Nn is, drawing it over the 
L glans; 
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Fang but the laſt part can ſeldom be done 


without exciting great pain, from the inflamed. 
ſtate of the parts, or the violence which muſt 
neceſſarily beuſed from the parts having adhered: 
it ſhould therefore be deferred till the inflam- 
mation is much reduced; for, if the ſtricture is 
removed by the operation, the ſituation of the 
prepuce will not have any material effect upon 
the inflammation. The operation may be per- 
formed, in moſt caſes, with the concave ſharp- 
pointed biſtoury, the point of which is to be 
cautiouſly paſſed under the ſtrictures, -which. 
are then to be cut through. The next object 


zs, to reduce the inflammation, which is to be 


effected by the uſe of emollient poultices, cool 
ing ſedative lotions, or fomentations to the diſ- 


eaſed part, and uſing ſuch internal remedies as 


are proper for a local inflammation. But, 
previous to the operation, the retraction of the 
fkin to its natural ſituation ſhould be attempted 
with the hands; the beſt method of doing 
which, is, to include the plans in a piece of 
cloth wetted in cold water, and then with the 
left hand to preſs it for a minute or two, till its 


ſtꝛe is as much reduced as poſſible; by the blood 


being urged by this means into the ſpongy body 
of the urethra ; and then with the right hand 
0 . eee be n over the glans. By 

; this. 
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this method I have reduced the prepuce to its 
natural:fituation, in ſeveral caſes which would 
otherwiſe have required the one: a cut- 
ting inſtrument. 

A Swelling, or diſeaſed enlargement, of the 
Labia Pudendi of women, is another, and not 
an uncommon conſequence of chancres. This 
has ſeldom much tendency ta inflammation, 
and therefore, in general, requires no other 
treatment but ſuch a mercurial courſe as was 
recommended for the cure of chancres, and the 
conſtant uſe of a bread and milk or linſeed 
poultice, ſoftened with mercurial oĩntment pre- 
pared without turpentine. This ſwelling is 
in moſt caſes of the cedematous kind; but in 
ſome few there is a general and equal a 
of the whole parts. 

Ulcers of the Tonſils or Uvula, when ay 
appear as the immediate conſequence of a chan 
cre healed injudiciouſly, ſeem to me to be a 
local venereal ſymptom. It has generally been 
regarded as a certain ſymptom of the conſtitu- 
tional lues; but this may be doubted, from the 
following circumſtances ; firſt, becauſe it uſually 
appears in a much ſhorter time than a conſti- 
tutional Tues venerea does; ſecondly, that the 
chanere, on: the appearance of this ſymptom, 
loſes — of its virulency; and laſtly, that 
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the difeaſe is confined to this part. From 
theſe circumſtances, I think it may be ration- 
ally inferred; that the diſeaſe has removed from 


one part to the other, without infecting the 


conſtitution. © It muſt however be confeſſed, 
that it is difficult to aſcertain whether the 
conſtitution is infected with the diſeaſe by 
this change of ſituation, or not: yet, in fa- 


vour of my opinion, it muſt be obſerved, that 
in ſome caſes of abſceſſes (not venereal ) 
the matter has been abſorbed, and anos 
ther abſceſs appeared in ſome diſtant part of 


the body, and in a leſs ſpace of. time than 
&ems neceſſary for the tranſlation of the mat« 
ter, by the circulation of the blood, from one 
part to the other. And further, ſome parts 
are more prone to be affected by the venereal 
virus, at its removal from the genitals, than 
others; and the throat ſeems to be the moſt ſo 
of any diſtant” parts, Venereal ulcers: of the 


tonſils may be in - moſt caſes known from 


thoſe of any other kind, by their peculiar 
appearance; for their edges are ſwelled, jagged, 


of à whitiſh colour, and having a peculiar 
venereal appearance, which cannot be learnt 


by any written deſcription, but is eaſily diſtin- 
yn by thoſe: 4s bave. ſcientifically at- 


tended 


and irregular; the ulcerated ſurfaces being 


/ 
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ſended to the various appearances of ulcers of 
theſe parts“. There is allo another kind of 
ulcer of the tonſils, which has the reſemblanee 
of a venereal ane, but is not really ſuch ;- nor 
is it of the inflammatory or putrid kind, but is 
ſaid ta be ſcorbutic. Moſk of theſe caſes have 
occurred after the cure of a venereal ulcerated 
throat. I am of opinion, that it is not ſcor- 
butic, but ariſes from a diſpoſition in the parts 
to form the ſame diſeaſes which they have 
before been affected with; of the ſame kind 
gre the ulcers which ſometimes appear upon 
the parts where chancres had been ſeated. 
Venereal ulcers of the throat are frequently 
accompanied with an impediment of the voice, 
producing a thickneſs of ſpeech, vulgarly called 
ſpeaking through the noſe, though, in fact, 
this is owing to the paſſage of the noſe being 
obſtructed by the ſwelling. Another circum- 
ſtance, ſhewing the peculiar diſpoſition of the 
tonſils to be affected by the venereal diſeaſe, is, 
that ulcers of them are in general the firſt ſymp- 
n of ue wy” "hows it has been received 
21 onde 1 a fair caſe of venereal ulcers of FE 
in which the diſeaſe was gommunicated by a kiſs. It hap- 
pened to a young Lady, ho had ſuffered her Lover to kiſs 


her when he bad venereal ulcers o on his tonſils ig had nat 
| naken any other liberties. | 


TJ 

from matter applied to the genitals, withour 
producing any complaint on them. This hap- 
pened twice to a gentleman of my acquaint- 
ance: he had been connected with many com- 
mon women; and the firſt venereal ſymptom 
| with which he was attacked each time, Was 
an ulcer of the tonſils. | | 

This ſymptom, when recent, and the lern 
have not corroded deeply into the parts, may 
be cured without confinement, by ſuch a mer- 
curial "courſe as was recommended for curing 
chancres. Mercurial applications will greatly 
promote the healing of the ulcers, and may be 
uſed in the form of a gargle: the moſt active 
in this way I imagine to be mercurius corroſivus 
ſublimatus, diflolved in a watery or ſpirituous 
vehicle. Another efficacious mode of apply- 
ing mercury to theſe ulcers, is by fumigation ; 
but mercurial applications ſhould:not be uſed, 
unleſs the ulcer is of a peculiarly bad diſpofi- 
tion, or that it does not properly yield to the 
effect of a mercurial courſe. ' Mercurius ſub- 
limatus was formerly in the higheſt: reputation 

for this venereal ſymptom: it was always ad- 
miniſtered in a liquid vehicle, in which farm 
it certainly ſeems to have a peculiar effect in 
curing venereal ulcers of the tonſils. But it 


has been obſerved, that the% cures performed in 
this 


E 
this way were not permanent, as other vene- 
real ſymptoms ſometimes enſued; from which, 
and other circumſtances attendant on the effects 
of mercurial applications, it appears highly pro- 
bable to me, that the injudicious application 
of mercury to the ulcers, in the act of drinking 
the medicine, prevented the cures from being 
effectual, by healing them before the virus was 
deſtroyed. For this reaſon, the mercurials pre- 
ſcribed for the cure of this GE: ſhould be 
in a ſolid, form. 

The next venereal Gp are, Vleers of 
the Lips, Tongue, or Mouth. Ulcers often. 
happen in . theſe parts, particularly the lips, 
from other cauſes, but which bear ſome reſem- 
blance to theſe venereal ones, Venereal ulcers 
of the lips are ſurrounded by ſuch a: hardneſs 
as accompanies chancres ; thoſe of the mouth, 
by an inflamed edge; and thoſe of the tongue 
generally appear as if a piece had been cut out; 
beſides theſe peculiar ſymptoms, they uſually 
have ſomething of the venereal aſpect. Bus 
the appearances. alone, in theſe ſymptoms, are 
ſeldom ſufficiently characteriſtic of the diſ- 
caſe z/ it is therefore always neceſſary to gain 
every other aſſiſtance in our power: thus, by 
2 careful examination of the patient, we may 
e find other venereal ſymptems, or be 

enabled 


enabled to aſcertain the probability or impro- 
bability of its being venereal, from the mode 
of cure uſed for former venereal ſymptoms, 
having been adequate to the end propoſed, or 
not. The cure of theſe ulcers is the ſame as of 
thoſe of the tonſils: but it muſt be remarked, 
that mercurial applications have not ſo power- 
ful an effect in promoting their healing. 
Verrucæ, or Condylomata, are venereal ex- 
creſcences, ſituated molt frequently round the 
anus: they are both of the ſame nature; thoſe 
being called Verrucz, which are not much 
raiſed above the. ſound ſurface on which they 
are ſeated ; and thoſe Condylomata, which are 
elevated ſo as to become pendulous. They 
are, in ſome caſes, an immediate effect of 
chancres ;- but moſt frequently are a ſymptom 
of the conſtitutional lues. The cure is firſt 
to be attempted by ſuch a courſQf mercurials 
as will gently affect the fauces, „but not ex- 
cite a ſalivation: this courſe is to be conti- 
nued about five weeks; and, af the tumors 
do not then greatly diminiſh or diſap- 
, the cure is to be effected by exciſion 
or cauſtic. The verrucæ are, in moſt caſes, 
more eaſily cured by cauſtic than: by inciſion. 
The common cauſtic applications: will gene- 
rally ſucceed in removing theſo cxcreſcences: 
EA but 
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but if they grow again, or do not decreaſe 


properly, it would be right to uſe a cauſtic 
having arſenic for its baſis. Mercurial fumi- 


gations uſed to theſe tumors have been found 
to cure ſome of them, after cauſtic and inciſion 


have failed: but a gentle mercurial courſe muſt 
be perſiſted in till the cure is completed. 
Warts ,upon the Penis, or Labia Pudendi, 
are the next ſymptom on which we are to 
ſpeak. They are ſeated, in men, on the glans 
penis, corona glandis, and prepuce ; and, in 
women, on the labia pudendi, nymphe, cli- 
toris, and orifice of the meatus urine. Theſe 
are, in ſome caſes, not venereal; which I aſſert 
from having ſeen ſome clear initances of ſuch, 
which I cured by external remedies alone: 
therefore, when there is no other venereal 
ſymptom, and they are not fixed to an inflamed 


part, the cure ſhould be attempted by external 


remedies, on the idea of their being a local, 
and not a venereal diſeaſe. Venereal warts 
are, in many caſes, accompanied with ſome 
other venereal ſymptom, and, when they are 
not, are uſually fixed to a diſeaſed ſurface, 
and have an inflammatory tendency. That they 
are a true venereal ſymptom in ſome caſes, is 
proved by their diſappearing as ſoon; as a pro- 
per quantity of mercury is introduced into the 
1 | * body, 
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body, without the aſſiſtance of any topical 
application, after having previouſly reſiſted the 
effects of the moſt judicious external remedies ; 
and by their communicating the Venereal Diſ- 
eaſe to another perſon, of which I have known 
a certain inſtance. It muſt alſo be remarked, 
that taking away warts while a' venereal taint 
remains, is very ſeldom of any uſe, becauſe 
they generally grow again, or others form on 
the ſame parts, The methods uſed for remo- 
ving them are, exciſion, ligature, or cauſtic. 
The firſt” is ſeldom uſed; on account of the 
dread: which moſt people have of having a cut- 
ting inſtrument uſed to theſe parts : when the 
cure is attempted in this way, the whole ſur- 
face on which the wart grows ſhould be cut 
off. The next method is, by ligature : this 
is peculiarly well adapted for removing ſuch as 
have a large body and a flender. bafis; and, in 
all caſes where it can be uſed, is moſt likely 
to effect a laſting cure, probably from its be- 
ing more apt to bring on. ſuch an inflamma- 
tion of the parts which furniſh them with veſ- 
ſels, as to prevent their growing again: the 
ligature ſhould be made of waxed thread of a 
proper thickneſs, in proportion to the ſize of 
the warts, and ſhould be tied as tight as poſ- 
ſible, ſo as not to cut through tieir baſis ; for, 
ö e „5 
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in that caſe, the end propoſed, which is of ſtop- 
ping the circulation, would be fruſtrated. The 
third method, which is that of deſtroying them 
by cauſtic, is performed by touching their whole 
ſurface with ſuch a cauſtic as will not liquefy, 
and run upon the adjacent ſound part: this ap- 
plication is to be repeated as often as the ſlough 
formed by the action of the cauſtic-comes off: 
the cure, in this method, may be aſſiſted by 
the uſe of a ſtimulating application, ſuch as 
a ſolution of mercurius corroſivus ſublimatus, 
half a grain, or a grain, in an ounce of water. 
It is alſo a fact, that inflammation from any 
other cauſe will ſometimes cure them, caufing 
them to fall off as if deſtroyed by cauſtic; from 
which circumſtance, I have ſometimes uſed a 
ſimulating lotion with ſucceſs. It is difficult 
to form a proper theory of the cures performed 
in this way; but the moſt probable one ſeems 
to be, that inflammation produces ſuch an 
alteration in the diſpoſition of the parts which 
produce the warts, as to prevent them from 
ſupplying the quantity of blood neceſſary 
for their growth. But, although warts may, 
in moſt inſtances, be cured in one of theſe 
methods without much difficulty, yet there 
is another kind of caſe, the cure of which is 
very difficult; for the warts grow faſter, and 

increaſe 
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a in number, upon the uſe of either of 
the above-recited remedies : an arſenic cauſtic 
ſhould then be tried; and if . does not ſuc- 


_ ceed, all ſtimulating applications ſhould be laid 
aſide, and the cure attempted by a gentle mer- 


eurial courſe. This ſtate of the diſeaſe ſeems 
to be cauſed by the parts where the warts are 
ſeated having ſo ſtrong a tendency to form 
them, that every irritation of the part cauſes 
an increaſe of the tumors. In caſes which do 
not yield to either of the above methads of 
cure, mercurial fumigations to the part ſhould 
be made uſe of. 

Another diſeaſe ſometimes cine by chan- 
cres is, Venereal Eruptions, or Blotches, on 
the Skin. This ſymptom, in theſe caſes, ap- 
pears immediately after a chancre injudiciouſly 


healed, and is always attended with ſuch an al- 
tetation in its appearance as occurs at the origin 


of any other venereal ſymptom; which cir- 
cumſtance tends ſtrongly to prove, that it is 
cauſed by the chancre. Theſe eruptions uſu- 
ally appear firſt about the pit of the ſtomach, 
and afterwards on the whole fore part of the 
body, the forchead, and the face ; and, in its 


wort: ſtate, the roots of the nails will become 


black: but it is ſomewhat remarkable, - that 
they 
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they never appear on the penis, ſcrotum, or 
pubes. 

They ſometimes ariſe very . that 
is, within twenty-four hours ; but, in general, 
are three or four days in making their appear- 
ance. When this ſymptom firſt appears, the 


ſkin is mottled with light- brown marks: after 


a few days, the principal part of the diſcolour- 
ation diſappears, and leaves diſtin darker ſpots, 
called copper- coloured, though, in fact, the 
colour bears a nearer reſemblance to a bruiſed 
part after the blackneſs has gone off, ſuch as 
may be obſerved in what is vulgarly ſtyled a 
black eye, when a yellow or livid appearance 
ſucceeds the blackneſs : after ſome time, moſt 
of theſe ſpots diſappear, and others ariſe, gra- 
dually enlarging, and then are covered with a 
ſcurf, or ſcab, which falls off, and is ſucceeded 
by a thicker one; and when this proceſs has 
been repeated ſeveral times, the cutis is de- 


ſtroyed, and an ulcer is formed in this place, 


which will ſometimes ſpread larger than the 
ſurface of a ſhilling, and is always ſurrounded 
with a ſwelled and inflamed edge. Some of 
theſe are very painful and tender to the touch ; 
others are not ſo. When theſe are ſeated ei- 
ther on the nates or armpits, the ſkin againſt 
which they neceſſarily rub becomes diſeaſed, 
though 
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though in a ſomewhat different way; for a 
white rough ſcurf will riſe upon the ſurface of 
the ſkin, filled with a watery fluid, contained 
in numerous ſmall veficles. | 
The cure of this ſymptom muſt be per- 
formed by ſuch a courſe of mercurials as will 
act principally upon the fkin : but ſalivation is 
unneceſſary, and, in moſt caſes, would retard 
the cure, becauſe, when mercury affects the 
fauces, it feems to ac leſs powerfully upon 


the ſurface of the body, where the diſcaſe is 


ſeated ; and, on this principle, confinement to 
the houſe, ſhould it cauſe the mercury to act 
upon the mouth, would alſo retard the cure. 
The beſt-adapted preparations fot curing this 
diſeaſe. are, mercurius corrofivus fublimatus, 


mercurius calcinatus, or calomel, and ſulphur 


auratum antimonii, of each equal parts; and 
the action of either of theſe, or of any mer- 
curial preparation, upon the perſpiratory organ, 


will be aſſiſted by diluting potions: half a pint 
of a ſtrong decoction of ſarſaparilla, mezereon, 


or of any of the ſweetening roots, ſhould be 


drank warm three times a day; of any other 


alcaline ſadorific medicine may be adviſed in- 
ſtead. of theſe. 
Ulcers on the part where au chancres had 


been ſeated, are alſo a ſymptom, though rather 


all 
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an uncommon one, . ſometimes ariſing from 
chancres. It generally happens at the diſtance 
of two or three weeks after the chancres have 
been cured ; and, in every caſe of this kind, 
which has come under my inſpection, there 
had been ſeveral chancres; from which it ſeems 
probable, that it ſeldom happens from a ſingle 
one. The ulcers.moſt frequently appear upon 
parts which have no cuticle, as the glans penis, 
and inſide of the labia pudendi. They have 
no ſurrounding hardneſs, nor have they a ve- 
nereal appearance. They are uſually ſeveral in 
number, and never come upon the healed ſur- 
faces of the chancres, though always contiguous 
to them. They may, moſt commonly, be cured 
in a few days, by a gently-aftringent lotion 
or ointment. A remarkable circumſtance which 
occurs in ſome of theſe caſes is, that they re- 
turn again ſeveral times, at nearly the ſame in- 
terval from their firſt appearance after the chan- 
cres were healed. Under theſe circumſtances, 
the principal object ſhould be, to endeavour to 
aſcertain the cauſe of this ſymptom, and to pre- 
ſeribe ſuch a medicinal courſe as er n 
for its cure and prevention. 

The other ſymptoms recited. in the 8 
ſemblage of. thoſe. cauſed by chancres,. are 
Nodes of the Perioſteum, Nocturnal Pains, and 
deinen Caries 
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Caries of the Bones; but, as I defign to treat 
of theſe ſymptoms in the enſaing part of this 
work, it is unneceſſary to ſay any thing now 
upon theſe ſubjects, farther than to obſerve, that 
when cauſed by chancres they generally appear 
within three or four weeks after the healing 
of the chancre, and are not accompanied with 
any other, venereal complaint. 

_ Having now treated on the diſcaſes which 
are generally known to happen in conſequence 
of chancres, it may not be improper, previous 
to the next part of this work, to relate ſome 
caſes which prove, that they are capable of 
producing other very different effects. 

A Gentleman had a chancre, in Auguſt; 
1777, for the cure of which he immediately 
began a proper courſe of mercurial medicines : 
a week. afterwards, he was wet through his 
clothes in an open boat; in three days, the 
chancre was perfectly well; but a week after, 
he was taken ill, at bed-time, with a ſhivering 
fit : a feveriſh heat and drought enſued : the 
next day, he was attacked with a difficulty | of 
ſpeech, cauſed by a diſtortion of his mouth, 
the right ſide being drawn up towards the eye. 
The feveriſh complaint was cured in a few 
days, by lying in bed, low diet, two mild. 

— and ſome ſaline draughts; but the 
e | diſtortion 


3 
diſtortion of the mouth continued, and the 
contracted part was conſiderably hardened. 


An eminent Phyſician conſulted with a ſcilful 


Surgeon upon this caſe; and they were of opi- 
nion, that it was a vencreal ſymptom cauſed 
by the chancre. A courſe of mercurial fric- 
tions was begun immediately ; and in a few 
days, when the mercury began to affe& the 
fauces, the hardneſs decreaſed, the contraction 
lefſened apparently, was entirely removed in 
twelve days from the beginning of the mer- 
curial courſe, and the cure was completed in 
four weeks. This extraordinary venereal af- 
fection of the mouth has been remarked by 
ſome former authors on the Venereal Diſeaſe. 
From the circumſtances which preceded this 
ſymptom, and the ſucceſs of mercury in curing 
it, there can be no doubt but that it was ve- 


nereal, and the immediate conſequence of the 
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chancre. 
A ſecond uncommon venercal caſe happened 
to a Gentleman who had arrived two months 
before from the Eaſt- Indies. Two recent 
chancres appeared upon the corona of the glans 
penis, which were properly treated, during ten 
days, by an Apothecary ; but, as they conti- 
nued growing worſe, he put himſelf under the 
care of a Surgeon: the whole glans penis was 
.N then 
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chen lightly inflamed ; the patient was bled 
twice, and the moſt effectual remedies uſed for 
reducing the inflammation during a fortnight ; 
notwithſtanding which, it became more violent 
than ever, and had a manifeſt tendency to mor- 
tification : two Hoſpital-Surgeons, and a Phy- 
fician, were then conſulted ; and, notwithſtand= 
ing their utmoſt efforts to prevent a mortifica- 
tion, a portion of the teguments of the penis, 
the prepuce, glans, and part of the urethra, 
mortified, ſeparated, and came away, leaving 
an orifice in the urethra, at the perinæum, 
through which the unhappy patient voided his 
urige ever afterwards. As ſoon as theſe parts 
were healed, he was attacked with nocturnal 
pains in his arms and legs ; had a venereal 
node on his right olecranon, one on each tibia, 
and one on the metatarſal bone of the ſecond 
toe of his right, foot ; which laſt ſuppurated, | 
and part of the bone exfoliated. He was at 
length cured by a courſe of mercurial frictions, 
continued during ten weeks. 

I have ſeen another caſe attended with the 
fame circumſtances of a mortification, and loſs 
of part of the urethra, glans, and prepuce; ; 
but without any other venereal ſymptom. 


ON 


ON THE 


CONSTITUTIONAL. 
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HIS ſtage of the diſeaſe is the only one 

which can be, with ſtrict propriety, 
ſtyled the Lues Venerea. It is frequently cauſed 
by the unſkilful management of ſome of the 
tymptoms - proceeding from chancres. Some- 
times, however, it is the immediate conſe- 
quence of a chancre, of which the laſt caſe 
but one is a clear inſtance; and, in other more 
rare inſtances, it appears without any previous 
venereal ſymptoms, the virus having probably 
been abſorbed into the citculation from matter 
applied to the external parts of generation, 
without producing any diſeaſe of them. The 
ſymptoms produced by the virus, when in the 
conſtitution, are, nocturnal pains in the bones 
of the limbs and head, pains and ſwellings of 
the joints and other parts of the limbs, nodes, 


. Caries: of the bones, deafneſs, abſceſſes, and 


ulcers 
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ulcers in various parts of the body, venereal 

ophthalmia, fiſtula lacrymalis, ſmall hard tu- 
mors on the hairy ſcalp, and nape of the neck, 
falling-off of the hair, hectic conſumption, 
cough, the ozena, polypus of the noſe, loſs 
of fight, ſcaly eruptions, or chaps, in the 
palms of the hands or feet, ſmall ulcers 
on the tongue and inſide of the mouth, and 
| Hhead-ach. Beſides theſe, there are many other 
venereal ſymptoms, which occur on parts not 
commohly the ſeat of this diſeaſe. 

Some ancient authors, beſides the ſymptoms 
already recited, aſſert that it in ſome caſes 
attacks the brain; in others, the lungs or abdo- 
minal viſcera; alſo, chat it ſometimes produces 
the leproſy. 

Ihe firſt- mentioned diſorder cauſed by the 
venereal virus, when in the conſtitution, 15 
fixed or wandering pains in the bones of the 
limbs and head. This ſymptom generally 
comes on at a conſiderable interval of time 
after ſome other venereal one, being uſually 
more than fix weeks: : but, as the firſt attack 
of this diſorder is uſually flight, it is apt to 
þe diſregarded, and not thought to require any 
medical aid, being often miſtaken for rheuma- 
tiſm, or a common cold. And, indeed, it will 
of itſelf, in ſome inſtances, diſappear without 


the 
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the uſe of mercury: but then it either returns 
with greater violence, or produces ſome other 
venereal complaint. The interval of time be- 
tween the diſappearance of this ſymptom, and 
the riſe of che ſame, or any other venereal af 
fection, as has already been obſerved, is inde- 
terminate: but it is always greater after every 
time of the venereal ſymptoms having ſponta- 
neouſly, or without the uſe of mercury, gone 
off. This, as well as every other ſymptom of 
the conſtitutional lues venerea, is the more 
diticult of cure in proportion to the length of 
time that it is in the conſtitution. Why it 
thould be fo, cannot perhaps be ſatisfactorily 
accounted. for; but it is no improbable conjec- 
ture, that the venereal virus, in proportion to 
the length of time that it has been in the con- 
ſtitution, produces its effects with a leſs degree 
of pain, inflammation, and irritation ; and that 
conſequently, if the diſeaſed parts are become 
leſs irritable, they will not fo eaſily be acted 
upon by mercury : on this principle we may 
account for the dreadful havock made in va- 
rious parts of the body by an old conſtitutional 
lues venerea, without that degree of pain which 
would be the inevitable attendant on ſuch dif- 
eaſe of the parts, if produced by any other 
cauſe. It ſeems neceſſary in this place to in- 

” troduce 
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- troduce the following general obſervations on 
the Conſtitutional Lues Venerea. —The vene- 
real diſorder, when once in the conſtitution, 


will continue during life, unleſs cured by mer- 


cury,—lts progreſs may be ſtopped, and the 
ſymptoms even removed, for a time, by. any 
acute or violent diſeaſe, ſuch as a fever. Every 
age, ſex, and peculiarity of conſtitution, of the 
human race, is ſubject to the effects of the ve- 
nereal virus; but there are ſome conſtitutions 
more ſuſceptible of it than others, and on 
which it produces greater diſeaſe; particularly 
the ſcorbutic habit of body: and I am of opi- 
nion, that the diſeaſe is lower in its progreſs, 
longer in its time of appearance, and attended 
with leſs inflammation, in women than in men, 
Further, that no ſpecies of conſtitutional lues 
can be cured by any other medicinal courſe 
than a mercurial one: this is one of the moſt 
certain facts of any in the healing art ; for, in 
all ages and countries where, this diſeaſe has 
raged, attempts have been made to cure it 
by. every other medicine, which, from its 
known properties, was thought capable of 
doing this; and of the numerous inſtances re- 
lated of cures ſo performed, there is not a 
Angle 0 one to be relied deu. But, ahough 
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fitutional lues venerea, yet. ſome of them are 
| capable of yielding much relief in tome ſymp- 

toms of the diſeaſe. Another circumſtance in 
curing the conſtitutional lues venerca, is, har 
the mercurial courſe neceſſary for this pur- 
pole,” muſt be ſuch as to produce apparent 
effects, to ſhew that it is in 2 diffolved ſtate in 
the patient's body ; and it is alſo neceſſary that 
theſe effects ſhould be kept up by mercury, 
during the whole time of the cure: therefore 
the cure of the conſtitutional lues venerea, 
performed by a violent falivation, or any other 
effect of mercury, though continued even for 
many weeks, if cauſed by however great a 
quantity of mercury, introduced into the con- 
ſtitution at only ſuch a number as five or ſix 
dofes or inunctions, is never effectual; the 

diſeaſe always appearing afterwards. And. 
from my obſervations on a great number of 
theſe caſes, it appears, that thoſe cures are very 
ſeldom permanent which are performed with 
leſs than fourteen doſes, of mercury; "from 
which it follows, that the quantity of mer- 
cury, or time neceſſary for the cure of a lues 
venerea, can never be previouſſy aſcertained; 

as it will depend upon its action on the pa- 
tient's conſtitution, and on the diſeaſe; for 
ſome people are ſo irritated by mercury, that it 
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is extremely difficult to introduce info their 
blood ſuch a quantity as is neceſſary for curing 
the diſeaſe: this circumſtance happens to ſome 
| gouty perſons. 1 am alſo of opinion, that 
mercury, when it does not produce any appa- 
rent effects, has in very few caſes even the 
power of ſtopping the progreſs of the ſymp- 
toms of this ſtage of the diſeaſe, The quan- 
tity of mercury to be given, or rubbed in, for 
a doſe, ſhould be as great as the patient can 
bear, ſo as not to produce any violent effects, 
or ſuch ſymptoms as to prevent its repetition, 
either daily, or every other day ; for when it 
acts in that way, the cure is retarded, from the 
mercury not being uſed ſo often as is neceflary 
to perform a cure when ſuch effects do not 
happen, and is rendered leſs certain from the 
ſymptoms diſappearing, or abating much of 
their virulent appearance, merely in conſe- 
quence of the evacuation or ſtimulus produced 
by the mercury, and not by its acting upon 
the diſeaſe as an antidote in deſtroying its virus. 
When a large quantity of mercury is to be 
introduced into the body in a ſhort time, mer- 
curial ointment is in moſt caſes the beſt pre- 
paration for this purpoſe, becauſe there are 
few people whoſe inteſtines will bear ſuch a 
quantity of crude mercury as may be rubbed in 


a F 


| by ointment; or ſuch a doſe of any other 


preparation of equal ſtrength, without being 


thereby ſo irritated as to evacuate it by ſtool. 


The ointment is to be rubbed into the ſkin; 
the parts choſen for this purpoſe, are the 


thighs, legs, feet, arms, and hands. It ſhould 
be done in a warm room, before a fire, and is 

to be continued till the whole is abſorbed ; ſo 
that the time neceſſary for rubbing in any 
quantity is indeterminate ; for the larger the 


ſurface is which is anointed, the ſooner it will 


be abſorbed. The ſkin of ſome people will 
abſorb mercurial ointment much ſooner than 


that of others; and even in the ſame perſon it 


will enter more quickly at ſome times, than at 
others, during a mercurial courſe. Some old 
authors have mentioned anointing the whole 
ſurface of the body; but modern practice for- 
bids the uſe of mercurial ointment to the head, 
breaſt, , and abdomen, through fear of produ- 


cing ſome diſturbange. in the functions of theſe 


parts: the ointment, in a moderate quantity, 


may however be rubbed in upon theſe parts; 


for it does not paſs from the ſurface to the cen- 
tre of the parts over which it is rubbed, being 
carried into the circulation chiefly by the 
lymphatic abſorbent veſſels, which run along 


the ſurface of the body, and are not found in 


O any 
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any parts to paſs inwards, except in a ſlanting 
or oblique direction: but, as this practice is 
ſeldom neceſſary in venereal caſes, it is need- 
leſs to add more on the ſubject. The effects 
of mercury upon the conſtitution having al- 
ready been treated on, it only remains for me 
here, to add a few words upon the ſubject of 
ſalivation; it having been for many years, and 
being now, in high eſtimation, as the beſt 
mode of curing the venereal diſcaſe ; and by 
ſome practitioners it is ſuppoſed to be r 
only effectual one. 

Having before endeavoured to prove that 
the great utility of ſalivation ariſes from the 
fauces, being the moſt favourable part of the 
body for the mercury to act upon, during a 
cure; care ſhould therefore be taken, that it 
be not excited by any other means than the 
ſimple effects of mercury; becauſe, if raiſed 
to too great a height, it will retard the cure 
by ſtopping the mercurial courſe, and render 
it more uncertain by producing an abatement 
or diſappearance of the venereal ſymptoms, 
without deſtroying the virulence of the diſeaſe. 
But in phyſic, as in other ſciences, it has been 
common to err in theory, by paſſin g from one 
extreme to another : thus ſome have thought 
falivation never needful, and that, whenever it 


comes 
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comes on, it ſhould be removed by expoſing 
the patient to the open air; for it is known 
from numerous obſervations, that warmth pro- 
motes a mercurial ſalivation, and. that cold air 
retards it: inſtances, proving which, ſometimes 
occur in patients, who have been taking mer- 
cury without its producing any effect upon the 
mouth, and, on being confined in a warm room 
for a few days, become falivated, . without ta- 
king any more mercury: which muſt certainly 
be owing to warmth exciting the action of the 
mercury upon the ſalivary glands. It is alſo 
a fact, though at firſt, view it ſeems paradoxical, 
| that ſudden expoſure to cold air will ſome- 
times excite a ſalivation; which I ſuppoſe it 
does by increaſing the heat and irritability of 
the body, by cauſing a light fever: but, as. ſome 
other ſymptom uſually enſues from the ſudden 
ſtoppage of a ſpitting, ſuch as a violent vo- 
miting, or a fit of the cholic, I think it would 
not be prudent to expoſe a perſon, who i is in a 
ſalivation, ſuddenly to the cold air; but, if the 
effect of cold is tried, the change ſhould be 
gradual, by taking the patient firſt for a few 
hours into a room where there is no fire; the 
next day the window might be opened; and 
the firſt time he goes out, he ſhould have the 
ſame flannels and clothes on, which are worn 
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in the uſual way of being managed i in a ſaliva- 
tion. Another circumſtance is, that a certain 
quantity of mercury, introduced into the con- 
ſtitution in a ſhort time, has more effect in 
curing the diſorder, than the ſame quantity 
given in ſmaller doſes and in a longer ſpace of 
time. Therefore it ſnould be a general rule to 
introduce as much mercury at each time, as 
the patient can bear, without its producing any 


violent effects. It is not, however, yet aſcer- 


tained, whether it is beſt to give, or rub in, 
the mercury in a double quantity every other 
day, or half the ſame proportion each night: 


in obſtinate caſes, and ſtrong conſtitutions, the 
firſt of theſe methods ſhould be tried; but in 


common caſes, and in all weak conſtitutions, 


any attempts to get a large quantity of mer- 
cury into the body in a ſhort time, will be at- 
tended with danger of its bringing on a diar- 
rhœa, a violent falivation, or ſome ſuch diſor- 
der as would retard the cure. The mercury, 
in curing this ſtage of the diſeaſe, is to act 
principally by the quantity introduced into 
the body in a diſſolved ſtate; therefore one of 
the mild claſs of its preparations will in moſt 
caſes be the moſt eligible: but if ſuch are 
found not to a& upon the conſtitution in a 


proper way, «ak is, when a great quantity has 


1 been 
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been introduced without producing any effect, 
one of the acrid mercurials may be given to 
advantage, to excite the mercurial ſtimulus in 
the conſtitution, and cauſe it to diſſolve the 
mercury; thus a few grains of calomel, given 
every night, will, in ſome caſes, ſoon bring on 
a ptyaliſm, after half a drachm of crude mer- 
cury has been taken; or rubbed in, every day for 

two or three weeks, without producing any 
ſuch ſymptom : if this method does not pro- 
duce the defired effect, a large doſe of one of 
the acrid preparations ſhould be given. This 
peculiarity is in ſome caſes conſtitutional ; but 
in others it ſeems to be owing to the long- 
continued uſe of mercury, by which it loſes 


the power of ſtimulating the body; juſt as 


ſtrong liquors, or an unwholeſoine air, ceaſe 
to produce any bad effects upon thoſe who have 
been long accuſtomed to them. In one caſe 
of this kind, the unhappy patient had ſuch a 
caries of the right orbit, that the eye was pro- 
truded out of the ſocket: he had, by the 
advice of his Surgeon, rubbed in a drachm of 
ſtrong mercurial ointment, and had taken three 
quarters of a grain of corroſive ſublimate of 
mercury, night and morning. Another Sur- 
geon, being conſulted on this caſe, adviſed that 
the mercurial courſe ſhould be left off, and 
155 that 
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that the patient ſhould take no other medicine 
for thete weeks, except a laxative potion. every 
other day. He was then put under a gentle 
courſe of mercurial inunctions; and, in ten 
days after, a kindly ſpitting enſued, though 


only half as much mercurial ointment was 


rubbed in every night, as had been uſed in the 


former courſe. In the other ſtate, when the 


mercury does not produce any of its uſual 
effects upon the patient, and that me 
cannot be accounted for from the cauſe above 
mentioned, it is to be regarded as a conſtitu- 
tional peculiarity : in theſe caſes, the doſes 
ſhould be increaſed as. ſuddenly as can be done 
with prudence, and ſome, of the ſtimulating 


preparations tried: perhaps electrification might 


be uſed to advantage in ſuch caſes; which, by 
increaſing the irritability of the body, might ren- 
der ĩt more ſuſceptible of the mercurial ſtimulus. 


From ſome inſtances of this kind which have 
come under my inſpection, and others which 
I have been informed of, this diſpoſition does 
not ſeem to be peculiar to any conſtitution or 
form of body, but occurs in all. 


It appeared neceſſary to introduce theſe jan 


neral - obſervations on the diſeaſe, and on the 
uſe and action of mercury, previous to the 
treating on the ſymptoms of the conſtitu- 


tional 
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tional lues venerea, becauſe they are applicable 


to all its ſymptoms : : we therefore now proceed 
to their cure, in the order in which _ were 
ſtated. Ty 

The firſt ſymptom is, Nocturnal Pains in the 


| Limbs and Head. They are not, ſtrictly ſpeak- 


ing, nocturnal; for they happen in the day, as 
well as the night. It is often very difficult to 
diſtinguiſh them from rheumatic pains, there 
being a great reſemblance between them ; for 
the exacerbation of thę pains at night, is the 
fame in each, and is alſo a common ſymptom 
in ſome other chronic complaints. It is ne- 
ceſſary, in order to form a proper judgement 
on - theſe caſes, to attend particularly to the 
venereal complaints which the patient had for- 
merly been afflicted with, and their mode of 
cure ; for, if it had been unſkilfully performed, 
that circumſtance would probably ſet the mat- 
ter in its proper light. If the caſe ſtill re- 
mains a doubtful one, it may be at firſt treated 
as the rheumatiſm, as its not getting better 
in that way would be a ftrong argument in 


favour of its being venereal. Theſe pains, at 


their beginning, are uſually erratic, with re- 
ſpe& to the parts affected, and the times when 
they return ; but the fore parts of the tibia are, 

in moſt caſes, the firſt ſeat of this * and 
| the 


Ga 
3 
* 


" — ar REID = 8 — — — 
— Ye > 1 ——ͤ £ 2 
9 r 44 „ 7 - 
2 v * Us 2 ls . as 4 44 pre th 
ö ; — — 
— 4 . 2 64 K = hy tbe. at 
2 7 Ah => wow AS - * - — * 4 4 
2 — 
pn - 4 
* —— 


* . 
—— 


9 


8 
I 
* 


: 
4 
e 


| 
b 
| 
4 
4 
# 


f 104 } 
the humerus, the ſhoulder joint, or the boney 
point of the elbow, are generally next attacked 


with theſe pains. After this ſymptom has gone 


on for a few weeks, the pains increaſe, become 
more durable, and more fixed in their ſitua- 


tion; and laſtly, the bones of the ſkull ſome- 


times are the ſcat of this diſeaſe, cauſing a ve- 
nereal head-ach. 


Theſe pains may, in moſt con. be — 


alleviated, and, in ſome, nearly removed, by 


the radix laureolæ (mezereon). The beſt mode 
of giving it is in a decoction, made by boiling 
three drachms of the freſh root, cut into ſmall 
ſlips, in three pints of river water, till it comes 
to a quart. This medicine is very beneficial, 


where the pains are ſo violent as to weaken the 
patient, and a mercurial courſe cannot be im- 


mediately entered upon: but it is beſt to per- 


form the cure by mercury, without the aſliſt- 
ance of this medicine, becauſe it does not ſeem 
to poſſeſs any power over the diſeaſe, as an an- 
tidote or deſtroyer of its virus; for the pains 
cannot be radically cured by it, being found 
always either to return again, or to occa- 
ſion ſome other ſymptom of the conſtitu- 
tional lues venerea. The mild preparations 
will cure every ſuch caſe, if adminiſtered Pro- 
perly, 8 as to excite a mercurial, ſtimulus in 

the 
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the conſtitution : and, if the patient is in n good 
health, a cure may: often be effected without 
confinement, eſpecially ; in warm weather or a 
warm climate. Warmth is a great promoter 
of the action of mercury 3 and, for, this reaſon, 
the diſeaſe is caſter cured in warm than i in cold 
climates... The time requiſite. for euring this 
ſymptom, if the patient is confined, will never 
be leſs than five weeks, and, without confine- 
ment, two months. The mercurial courſe 
ſhould be eontinued during the whole time, 
even if the ſymptoms are removed ſooner; ; but 
it is neceſſary always to go on with the mer- 
cury for one week after the diſeaſe is cured ; 
for by experience it is found, that this is the 
only method in which there can be a certain 
dependence of an effectual cure being per- 
formed, becauſe a diſappearance of the diſorder 
for a few weeks or longer may happen from 
ſome. other unknown cauſe, even where no 
courſe: of medicines has been uſed and it 
being x fact eſtabliſhed by practical remarks, 
that cures performed without this precaution, 
are ſeldom (I am inclined to think never) per- 
manent. If mercurial ointment is uſed, it 
ſhould not be rubbed in on the parts where 
the pains are; for this might remove them 
without deſtroying the venercal virus, and thus 
| g put 


— the patient in the fame kind of danger of 
aving his conftitution further affected by the 
Aiſle, as when any other venereal ſymptom 
is cured by a mercurial courſe; but the removal 
of the ſymptoms of the difeaſe has been effected 
by the application of mercury to the parts af. 
fected. The bones moſt Hable to be the ſeat 
of this diſeaſe are thofe of the moſt ſolid tex- 
fare, and, in general, thoſe parts of them 
| Which are moſt expofed to the action of the 
air, from being but thinly covered with ſoft 
parts, ſuch as the fore parts of the tibiz, and 
the olecranon. The reafon of the diſcafe fixing 
on theſe parts is not known : ſome writers 
have attributed it chiefly to the peculiar ſtruc= 
ture of the parts affected; but this theory is 
not ſatisfactory, becauſe there are parts of 


other bones of a ſimilar ſtructure, but which 


are not the ſeat of ſuch pains once for 
twenty times in the dthers. It has been ſup- 
poſed, that this circumſtance was owing to 
the action of the air upon the parts; but the 
fallacy of this appears, from the outer and 
inner proceſſes of the bones which form the 
ancles, and from other -parts of bones, being 
as thinly covered with ſoft parts as thoſe uſu- 
Ally affected, and being yet very ſeldom the ſeat 
of venereal pains. The HOG NEE be, that 

ſome- 
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ſomething is to be attributed ta each cauſe ; 
but that it depends principally upon the ſtrue- 
ture of the bones affected, they being thoſe, 
of the moſt ſolid. ſtructure, as is the ſpine of 
the tibia and os frontis ; whereas the boney 
parts which form the ancles, and other bones 
which are but thinly covered by loft parts, and 
are. ſeldom affected by the venereal diſeaſe, 
are of a leſs compact ſtructure, being o of that 
kind called by anatomiſts, ſpongy. 

_ Theſe pains may be, in many. caſes, much 
elend by preventing the action of the air 
upon the parts; which may be done by cover- 
ing them with flannel fo thickly, as effectually 
to prevent the air from having acceſs to them, 
or with fome plaſter of a warm nature, ſuch 
as diachylon cum gummis, ſpread upon leather, 
This circumſtance is of ſuch conſequence, that, 
in ſome, cafes, a cure can ſcarcely be effected 
without it. In a caſe of this kind, the pa- 
tient, who had undergone two ſalivations withe 
out effect, and was about to make à voyage to 
Liſbon, to try what benefit could be had from 
a warmer climate, was adviſed to put himſelf 
once more under à gentle mercurial courſe, | 
keeping, the parts conſtantly covered with flag- 
nels; by which he experienced an effectual cure 
in the courſe of ſix weeks, 

The 
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The next ſymptom is, pain in the joints 


and other parts of the limbs. The joints moſt 
liable to be thus affected, are the ſhoulder, 
elbow, knee, or anele. In many of theſe caſes 
this ſymptom is blended with the laſt, the 


pains being ſeated on almoſt, the whole of the 
limbs affected, and there being no external 
morbid appearance. When this diſeaſe fixes 


: on any joint, it becomes weak, is painful when 
moved, and generally ſwells; but this is not 


ſo perceptible in joints which are thiekly co- 
vered with ſoft parts, as is the ſhoulder joint. 
What the local effect produced on the parts is, 
we do not with certainty know; but it moſt 
probably is a ſwelling and inflammation of the 
ligaments of the joint. The ſwellings which 
ſometimes accompany this ſymptom, appear- 
ing on other parts of the limbs, are uſually 


ſeated on the faſciz; and I think, that which 


covers the muſcles on the outſide of the leg, 
and that placed on its lower and back part, 


are moſt often affected in this way. This 
inflammation has a tendency to ſuppurate, and 


uſually does ſo, unleſs the virulence of the 
diſeaſe is deſtroyed by mercury, or a revul- 
fion is produced'by ſome other lender or by 


8 cvacuant medicines. 
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Theſe ſymptoms form a worſe ſtate of the 

diſeaſe than the former. The cure is to be 
effected by the ſame mercurial courſe as the 
_ laſt,” with this difference, that ĩt uſually muſt 
be longer continued: and in this, the meze- 
reon root, and warmth, are of leſs efficacy to- 
wards alleviating the pain. It is highly pro- 
bable, that bliſters applied over the whole 
diſeaſed part, would be of great ſervice in 
curing this affection of the joints, having been 
found very ſerviceable in the enſuing ſymp- 
tom, and in that kind of enlargement of the 
joints called the White Swelling. e 
Nodes are the next ſymptom of the diſeaſe. 
This diforder was not rightly underſtood till 
very lately; for Nodes were always ſuppoſed 
to have been ſwellings of the bones: but mo- 
dern obſervations prove, that they are in gene- 
ral a diſeaſe of the perioſteum only, though 
in ſome caſes the tumour is of the bone itſelf. 
They are uſually painful; from which cir- 
cumſtance it is probable, that they are a more 
common diſorder than is imagined, being the 
cauſe of ſome venereal pains in thoſe parts of 
bones which-are ſo thickly covered with ſoft 
parts, that the ſwelling cannot be felt through 
chem: ſome caſes of which kind J have ſeen. 


Some 
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- Somme nodes are attended with very little pain: 


theſe are generally very ſlow in their fotmation, 
not having near ſo ſtrong a diſpoſſtion to ſup- 
purate, as the former kind have. They uſually 
begin with a fixed pain in the part, the ſwelling 
being confined at firſt to a {pace uſually about 
the ſize of a ſfrilling; and they ſeldom ſpread 
much beyond their original breadth. Some are 
conſtantly painful, extremely tender to the 
touch, and the integuments which cover them, 
are lightly inflamed: others are ſo indolent as to 
excite but very little pain. The matter which 
forms in them is uſually dark coloured, and 
of à tenacious ropy conſiſtence, reſembling 


that of an inguinal bubo. The parts ſubje& 


to this diſeaſe are thoſe which are the ſeat of 
venereal pains an the Sonens. that ſymptom 


rea} thin the ſeat of this difnaſe; an inſtance of 
which occurred in a patient of mine, in theſum- 
mer of 1777, who had nodes on four ribs of each 
ſide. The cure of nodes is to be performed by 
ſuch a mercurial courſe as the laſt ſymptom, 
continued till they are perfectly free from pain; 
but if a cureſhould be effected in leſs than five 
or fix weeks, the mercurial courſe muſt be per- 
ſiſted in for at leaſt that time, becauſe the 
venereal virus will ſeldom be effectually era- 

dicated 
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dicated in this Rate, unlefs the conſtitution 
has been ſo long ſtimalated by mereury. Much 
aſſiſtanee however may be «Had in the cure, 
by a ſbeilful ſurgieal treatment of theſe tu- 
modrs; andthe pain may in ſome ef them be 
much alleviated by the mezereon decoftion; 
giren either previous to, or during the mer- 
curial courſe. Before matter has formed, 
the diſeaſe may in ſome caſes be © cured 
by applying a bliſter over the hole ſurface 
of the tumdur; but a more certain way of 
curing them, is, by making an incifion through 
cheir longeſt extent down to the bone: tlie 
wound muſt afterwards be dreſſed ſuperficially, 
and will uſually heal i in a Thort time, without 
any inconvenience arifing from the bone ha- 
ving been denuded. But, as theſe operations 
are not capable of Jeſtroying the venereal virus, 
they ſhould omly be uſed in ſuch caſes as do 
not readily yield to a mercurial courſe, or ia 
which ſuch a cburſe cannot be immediately 
entered upon. When matter has formed, it 
is to be let out, either by eaùſtie or inciſien 
the former was the common method, but the 
latter is to be preferred on many accounts: 
Firſt, that from there being a ſmaller portion of 
bone expoſed, there will be a proportionably 
= FO” of _ of an exfoliation: bl Se- 
condly, 
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eondly; that incifion ſeems to be a more cer- 
tain and more expeditious cure of the diſeaſe 


in the perioſteum, than the action of a cauſtic: 
from the ſore produced by this method, being 
ſmaller than the other, and the proceſs of 
caſting off an eſchar being avoided, the wound 
may be healed in much leſs time. This ſub- 


| je& may be concluded by obſerving, that nodes 
ariſe often from bruiſes, and ſometimes even 


without any known cauſe,, which refemble ve- 
nereal ones in every ſymptom, except the pre- 
ceding pain of the part: alſo, that it is in 
many caſes impoſſible to reduce the ſwollen 
portion of the perioſteum to its natural ſize 
and therefore the criterion of the part being 
free from pain, and not tender to the touch, 


is in general a proof that the venereal virus 


is. deſtroyed, and that mercury. will not be 
of any further aſſiſtance in reducing the ſwell⸗ 


ings. 


Caries of che Bones is the next ſymptom. 
T his diſeaſe is of two kinds ; the one, when it 
is cauſed by, or fixes on, that part of a bone 
which had been covered by a node of the 
perioſteum; in the other, the caries originates 
in the bone, and the perioſteum becomes af- 
terwards diſeaſed in conſequence of it: and 
it is aſſerted by ſeme authors, that a venereal 

| "taint 
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taint is ſometimes the cauſe of fractures of the 
bones, happening from an internal cauſe : Le 
Dran and  Heifter were of this opinion. In 
the extraordinary caſe of fractures from an 
internal cauſe, which terminated in a mollities 
oſſium, related by Mr. Thompſon, in the fifth t | 
volume of the London Medical Eſſays, he gives 
reaſons for ſuppoſing that this diſeaſe origi- 
nated from a venereal cauſe.—The former 
kind may in moſt caſes be prevented by bli- 
ſters or inciſion, as was adviſed in the treat- 
ment of nodes of the perioſteum. The other 
ſpecies attacks moſt frequently the os frontis, 
oſſa parietalia, ethmoides, oſſa ſpongioſa, ofla - 
naſi, or the bones which form the boney arch 
of the palate. This diſeaſe of the frontal, or 
parietal bones, begins ſometimes in an extra- 
ordinary manner; for a portion of the outer 
table of the bone is eroded in a circular form, 
the inſide of this diſeaſed circle remaining 
ſound: the caries then ſpreads irregularly in 
every direction ; and the perioſteum becomes a 
diſeaſed, and matter frequently forms between | ' 8 
it and the carious bone, But the venereal virus | 
produces various kinds of caries; which ſeems | 
owing to the peculiar ſtructure cf the bones | 44 
affected, and not to any ſpecific action of the 
diſeaſe on them; for the caries of ſuch bones, -= 

Q wen 1 
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when ariſing from any other cauſe, is attended 
with the ſame ſymptoms as the venereal one: 
therefore, when it attacks the bones con- 
tained in the cavity of the noſe, they being 
formed of extremely thin layers of bone, exfo- 
liations ſoon take place, arid the parts thrown 
off are whole portions of the bone ; and their 
covering membrane having a ſecreting ſurface, 
and, in conſequence, being plentifully ſupplied 
with veſſels, becomes diſeaſed, and ſoon com- 
municates the virus to the remaining part of 
the bone. The ſurgical treatment of this 
caries conſiſts in removing the diſeaſed parti- 
cles of bone with the forceps ; but no violence 
ſhould be uſed, becauſe theſe bones are of ſo 
delicate a texture, that a very little force with 
that inſtrument 1s capable of breaking the 
| ſound bone. When the membrana ſchneide- 
riana becomes ulcerated, as it does in ſome 
caſes of caries of the bones which it covers, 
the diſeaſe is ſtyled an Ozæna. When the oſſa 
naſi become carious, if an exfoliation is un- 
avoidable, it ſhould be procured from the ca- 
vity of the noſe, by means of the common 
forceps; and it may be neceſſary to aſſiſt the 
extraction of the bone, by making an incifion 
through its covering membrane with a lancet 
or gum- fleam. In order to prevent the in- 

convenience 
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convenience of a ſore on its outſide, and a 
ſcar, which would be left after the cure, no 
ſurgical applications ſhould be uſed to the 
outſide, unleſs there is an inflammation, or 
tendency to ſuppuration, and then ſuch only 
as are beſt adapted to prevent a rupture of the 
ſkin. A ſolution of ſaccharum ſaturni, and 
{al ammoniacum, in water, will in moſt caſes 
be a very eligible remedy for this purpoſe, 
In the caries of the bones of the palate, the 
_ exfoliation always comes away by the mouth; 
and it is ſometimes neceſſary to make an in- 
ciſion through the membrane which covers it, 
to make room for its extraction. The venereal 


diſeaſe does not fix on theſe bones often; and 


I think it is nearly certain that theſe caſes are 
not ſo common now as they were formerly, 
even within the remembrance of many Sur- 
geons now living. It alſo appears to me, that 
it does not produce theſe effects in women ſo 


often as in men; which can ſcarcely be doubted, 


if it be conſidered that it is ſeldom ſeen in 
proſtitutes, though, out of the great number 
of them, very few eſcape having the venereal 
diſeaſe ; and that we obſerve more men disfi- 
gured by theſe kinds of caries than women. 
Theſe diſeaſes are accompanied with the fol- 
lowing ſymptoms: the caries of the bones in 
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the cavity of the noſe is attended with ſuch a 
change of the voice, as is vulgarly called © ſpeak 
ing through the noſe;” as is the ſame diſeaſe 
of the boney palate, and oſſa naſi. This is 
undoubtedly cauſed by the cavity of the noſe 
being contracted by the ſwelling of its inner 
membrane, ſo as to prevent the paſſage of ſuch 
a quantity of air as ſhould be tranſmitted 
through it, for the proper modulation of the 
voice, When the oſſa naſi throw off any exfo- 
liations, the noſe becomes flattened ; for being 
|; partions of their whole ſubſtance, its arched 
form is loſt, by the removal of the ſupport or 
buttreſs to the covering integuments ; and the 
change of voice continues for life. Exſolia- 
tions of the palate uſually leave an opening 
between the mouth and noſe: this, if ſmall, 
and left to take its on courſe, has been known 
to cloſe, which muſt have been effected either 
by a callus, or by the membrane of the mouth 
uniting. over it. Large exfoliations of this 
boney partition leave an opening between the 
two cavities ; which uſually cauſes ſuch an im- 
perfection in ſpeech, as to render articulation 
very imperfect. It is alſo attended with a 
moſt diſtreſsful difficulty in ſwallowing food, 
owing to part of it being forced into the ca- 
vity of the noſe, by the action of. the tongue 
| in 
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in chewing and ſwallowing. Theſe inconve- 
niences may, however, be in a great meaſure 
remedied by a falſe palate, made of ſilver, 
gold, or horn.* 

This inſtrument will anſwer the defired pur- 
poſe, in many caſes, ſo well as to enable the 
patient to ſpeak and ſwallow without incon- 
venience, even though there was ſo large an 
aperture as to make both theſe actions attended 
with extreme difficulty without this aſſiſtance. 
The falfe palate ſhould be taken out every eve- 
ning for the ſponge to be cleaned, or a new 
one put on; and it may either be worn at night, 
or not, as from experience may be found ne- 
ceſſary. In a caſe of this kind, in which I 
uſed this inſtrument, the falſe palate was made 
of filver, ſo thin that it could be eaſily bent; 

and the woman had three of them to wear in 
change, but never ſlept with one in. The 
ſurgical treatment of venereal caries of the ſolid 
bones conſiſts, firſt, in the proper management 
of the diſeaſe of the ſoft parts which cover 
them; and next, in removing the carious por- 
tions of bone. For the firſt purpoſe, ſuch ap- 
plications are to be-uſed as are neceſſary in an 

A deſcription of which may be ſeen in Heiſter's Sug» 
gery, Chapter XC, on Operations of the Head, | 


TT ad 4 
inflammation, or abfceſs of the parts, derived 
from any other cauſe: and the ſecond intent 

is to be effected by the uſe of the forceps; and. 
if the opening to the diſeaſed part is not ſuffi- 
ciently large for the extraction of the bone, it 
muſt be enlarged by proper tents of ſponge, . 
gentian, or ſuch like ſubſtances, or, which is 
in moſt caſes the beſt method, by inciſion : 
but it ſhould be remarked, that denuding a 
diſeaſed portion of bone which is to exfoliate, 
before it is looſened from the ſound part, is 
injudicious; for very little if any benefit can 
accrue from-it, and keeping the bone denuded 
is attended uſually with much pain and con- 
ſiderable difficulty. It is alſo to be obſerved, 
that the abſceſſes which uſually happen in con- 
ſequence of theſe diſeaſes of the bone, may, 
when they are diſpoſed to break of themſelves, 
be permitted ſo to do; and that, in taking 
away the unſound bone, none, or very little 

force muſt be uſed in detaching it from the. 
found part; for the cure of the diſeaſe in the 


conſtitution cannot, 1 think, be expedited by 

any: ſurgical treatment of the part affected. 
The cure, in all theſe caſes, muſt be performed 
by a powerful and long- continued courſe of 
mercury: the mild preparations are to be pre- 


ferred, becauſe they * be longer uſed than 
the 
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the acrid ones: as much - as: poſſible muſt be 

introduced into the body, ſo as gently to affect 

the mouth, urinary or perſpiratory organs, 

without cauſing a falivation ; becauſe the diſ- 
charge of ſaliva, by weakening the patient, 
might prevent the continuance of the mercu- 
rial courſe for the time neceſſary for the cure, 
which is ſeldom leſs than two months. A nou- 
riſhing diluting diet ſhould be adviſed, and the 
patient not be kept in bed, if the ſymptoms 
can be removed without it; and in warm wea- 
ther, or a warmer climate, ſome cures may be 
effected without confinement. The decoction 
of ſarſapatilla may alſo be given with the mer- 
cury, which ſhould be made by boiling four 
ounces of the freſheſt root that can be pro- 
cured in four pints of river water, till it comes 
to two pints: half a pint may be drank three 

or four times a day warm. This ſhould be ad- 

viſed in all obſtinate caſes of this kind; fon, 

though I am much inclined to think with 
many modern practitioners, that ĩt has no power 
in deſtroying the venereal virus, yet: rhave.; 
ſeen ſome caſes of venereal caries cured wit 
this medicine alone, after a long- continued 
mercurial courſe: had failed. This I account 
for by ſuppoſing, either that this vegetable had 
deſtroyed the venereal virus, or that the diſeaſe + 
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in the part was the remaining effect produced 


by the virus, which had been eradicated by 
the mercury ; and that the cure was then per- 
formed by the conſtitution, which it was not 
able to do while harraſſed with a mercurial 
courſe: or, this idea being carried ſtill further, 


| may we ſuppoſe that mercury keeps up the 
_ diſeaſe by irritating the part, and that ſarſapa- 


rilla acts as an antidote to ſuch irritation ?—; 
One caſe of this kind happened, in 1776, to 


2 Gentleman belonging to one of the Public 


Offices in London: he had a caries in the me- 
tacarpal bone of the ſecond toe, attended with 
conſiderable pain, beſides which he had noc- 
turnal pains in his legs and arms: I had kept 
him in a gentle ſalivation for two months; du- 
ring the laſt fortnight, there was no abatement 
of the pains, and he was much weakened by 
the ptyaliſm : his cure was completed by far- 


ſaparilla alone, and he has remained well ever 


fince, not having taken any mercury from that 


time. But in ſome of theſe caſes, particularly - 
_ thoſe which are moſt difficult of cure, the only 
method of cure is, to introduce as large a quan- 


tity of mercury into the conſtitution as can be 
done with ſafety, and in as ſhort a ſpace of 
time as poſſible: mercurial fumigations may 
alſo be uſed to the. diſeaſed parts. This courſe - 
muſt 


a 

muſt be continued daily as long as the patient 
can bear it, ſo as not to excite too violent effects 
upon the conſtitution ; and, in ſome caſes, a 
ſalivation ſeems neceſſary. Another obſervation 
upon this kind of caries is, that it cannot al- 
ways be cured by mercury; for, if the vene- 
real virus has produced ſuch a diſeaſe in a bone, 
that a part of it muſt be thrown off, the ve- 
nercal diſeaſe may be cured before nature has 
accompliſhed this neceſſary act: this is ſeen 
ofteneſt in the caries of the ſpongy bones of 
the noſe, ſmall portions of them continuing to 
come away at times for aner months after tho 
venereal virus 1s eradicated; 

The next ſymptom to be treated of, is Deaf: 
neſs: This, though it certainly has happened 
from a venereal cauſe, yet does very ſeldom, 
if ever, occur without ſome other ſymptom of 
the diſeaſe, being, in moſt caſes, cauſed by a 
venereal affection of the adjacent boney parts. 
The cure is to be performed by ſuch a mercu- 
rial courſe as is neceſſary for curing the atten- 
dant venereal ſymptom. Mercurial fumiga- 
tions may be uſed conveniently in this diſorder, 
although very little benefit is to be expected 
from any topical remedies, till the venereal virus 
is deſtroyed. This deafneſs is uſually attended 


with the teaſing ſenſation of a ſinging or noiſe 
R in 
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in the ears, and without any alteration in the 
ſtate of the ear- wax: but even this ſymptom 
cannot always be cured by mercury, becauſe 
ſuch a change may have been produced in the 
organ of hearing, by the diſeaſe, as to render 
It incurable; or it may remain after the vene- 
real taint is removed, and may afterwards be 

cured by nature, or medical aid. 
'  Abſceſſes and Ulcers, in various parts, are 
the next ſymptoms. Venereal abſceſſes happen 
moſt often upon the ſurface of the body or 
limbs; but the viſcera, and the cavities in 
which they are ſeated, ſeem not to be ſubject 
to this venereal affection; for no inſtances are 
now met with of ſuch a venereal ſymptom hap- 
pening in the brain, lungs, heart, any of the 
abdominal viſcera, or in their containing cavi- 
ties. There are no certain ſymptoms by which 
'a venereal abſceſs can be diſtinguiſhed from 
any other; but, after a proper attention to 
every circumſtance of the caſe, a ſkilful practi- 
tioner will, in general, be able to form a pro- 
per opinion on the ſubject. Numerous ſmall 
venereal abſceſſes happen often when there are 
bad venereal eruptions on the ſkin, forming much 
like boils, breaking, and terminating in ſuper- 
ficial venereal ulcers, which heal or ſcab over: 
but this kind belong to the ſubject of venereal 
- erup- 
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etuptions. Venereal abe 7 in general, form 
with leſs pain and inflammation of the tegu- 
ments than moſt others (except ſcrophulous | 
ones); and the contained matter is not like 
common pus, but is; uſually of the ropy glaity 
kind, much like what is formed in a venereal 7 
bubo: this is ſomewhat remarkable, as it tends 
to prove, that this kind of matter is formed by 
the peculiar action of the venereal ſtimulus, 
and not, as is by many thought, owing to the 
ſtructure of the parts where it is formed; for 
it is found in glandular parts, as are the groins, 
| and on the leg, where there is no ſuch: glan- 
dular apparatus. They are generally very ſlowy 
in their progreſs, and moſt commonly accom- 
panied with conſiderable ſurrounding 'hardneſs,:: 
they are uſually ſeated over, or contiguous to, 
the faſciæ, and ſeldom happen on the face, ex, 
cept when in the lacrymal ſac. Theſe kind of 
abſceſſes may be permitted to break of them- 
ſelves; for the cure depends chiefly on the 
mercurial courſe : but if, when they are fit to 
be opened, there is not a proper tendency in 
the part to break of itſelf, a puncture may be 
made with an impoſthume-lancet, in the moſt 
depending part, for the more favourable exit 
of the matter; and the cure may be completed 
without any farther operation, if the part is 

| kept 
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kept in a proper poſition, and conſtantly co- 
vered with emollient relaxing poultices, © 

Venereal ulcers are in moſt caſes the con- 
ſequence of ſuch abſceſſes. They may be di- 
vided into two ſorts: the one is that in which 
the ulcer reſembles a common old ulcer in 
the leg, the fore being ill-conditioned, ſur- 
rounded with a hardneſs of the part, and ha- 
ving callous lips : the other is an ulcer of 
the phagzdenic kind, being painful, exqui- 
ſitely tender to the hound; having Jagged . 
edges, and an uneven ulcerated ſurface ; is 
ſtudded over with round hillocks of whitith 
fungus ; and, on the whole, bears a ſtrong re- 
ſemblance to a cancerous fore. Theſe ulcers 
in general admit of no further benefit from 
external applications, than to keep them in a 
proper ſtate with reſpe& to the fungus which 


may grow on them, and to give ſome relief 


to the pain and tenderneſs : but they can ſel- 
dom be healed by any topical remedies; and 
if they could, the venereal virus would ſhew 
itſelf in ſome other part of the body, and, moſt 
likely; in a worſe form. The cure of theſe 
abſceſſes and ulcers muſt be performed by ſuch 


_ @ (courſe of mercurials as will produce ſome 
evident effect upon the body. Salivation is 


ſeldom neceſſary; but confinement to the houſe 
es | 18 
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ls ſo, in moſt of theſe caſes. During the form- 
ation of a venereal abſceſs, if it comes forwards 
kindly, the mercurial courſe ſhould be deſiſted 
from; becauſe, as I have obſerved in buboes, 
that giving or rubbing in mercury, while mat- 
ter is forming, very much retards this opera- 
tion of nature, it would have the ſame effect 
in this caſe. Some venereal ulcers are very 
difficult and tedious of cure: mercurial fumi- 
gations ſhould be uſed to ſuch : gum guaiacum 
alſo, in ſome of theſe caſes, is of the greateſt ſer- 
vice towards haſtening the healing of the ſores ; 
but, though it is a powerful aſſiſtant in many 
caſes, and will cure ſome ſuch ulcers, yet it 
does not poſſeſs the power of deſtroying the 
venereal virus; becauſe, if during or after ſuch 
cures, a proper mercurial courſe is not admi- 
niſtered, ſymptoms of the conſtitutional lues 
venerea always appear afterwards, as hath been 
proved by the - faireſt experiments made with 
that medicine in ſeveral ſuch caſes. The me- 
thod of uſing the gum guaiacum is, by mixing 
as much of it in a poultice of linſeed-flour and 
water, as can be borne without cauſing much 
pain, and renewing it night and morning: 
it ſhould alſo be given internally, in as large a 
quantity as poſſible without purging; to pre- 
vent en effect, a moderate quantity of 
opium 
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opium ould be given with it: 1 had a pa- 


tient who took half a drachm of guaiacum 


three times a day (with ſucceſs) for, ſuch. 


ulcers. The laſt remark which I have to make 


upon this ſubject is, that thoſe applications 
which give moſt caſe ſhould be in every ſach, 
caſe made uſe of, becauſe the chief dependence 
is to be placed on mercury for a radical 
The Venereal Ophthalmia is the next ve- 
nereal ſymptom which requires our attention. 
This is of two ſpecies : the one I ſtyle the Acute 


venereal  ophthalmia, in which the inflam- 


mation is great, and the pain more than is 
uſually produced by ſuch diſeaſe from any 
other cauſe: the other, which is the more 
common one, is very flow in its progreſs, at- 
tended with little or no pain, and the inflamed 
eye is of a dingy red colour; the eye-lids alſo 
have a peculiar livid appearance, and a reddiſh 
tinge: this may be called the Chronic venereal 
ophthalmia. The cure of the firſt kind re- 
quires conſiderable ſkill, there being always 
danger of loſs of fight, either from a ſuppu- 
ration happening in the globe of the eye, or 
from the cornea becoming impervious to the 
light. When a ſuppuration takes place, the 
che ſinks, and is cbatracted into a ſmall hardiſh 

ſubſtance, 
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ſubſtance, cauſing an incurable blindneſs : nor 


does the blindneſs cauſed by an opacity of the 
cornea, in common, admit of any relief from 
the medical or ſurgical arts, being cauſed by 
a change of ſtructure in the whole ſubſtance 
of the membrane, and not, as hath been ima- 
gined, by a partial diſeaſe of it. The firſt 
object in the cure of the venereal ophthalmia, 
is, to remove the inflammation; for which 


purpoſe, cooling purgative medicines, keeping 


the patient in a conſtant gentle perſpiration 


in bed in a warm room, procuring reſt by full 


doſes of opium, (if the pain in the eye is ſo 


great as to prevent the patient from having 
natural ſleep) and applying either emollient, ſe- 
dative, or cooling remedies to the eye, which- 
ever of theſe give moſt eaſe, are neceſſary. 
But bleeding from the arm, by a large orifice, 
repeated as often as is needful, is of much 


greater effect in reducing the inflammation, 


than all other ręmedies. Bleeding from the 
temple by leeches, and bliſters on the back, 
may alſo be of uſe. But in this place®a very 
critical queſtion ariſes, which is, Whether mer- 
cury ſhould be uſed at this time, or nat? 
Some practitioners aſſert that it ſhould ; others, 


that it is improper, becauſe it quickens the 


circulation : but this doctrine, however ap- 
PR. 
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plicable in other inflammations, is not ſo iff 
this, which ariſing from a venereal ſtimulus, 
mercury, by removing the cauſe, will proba- 
bly cure the diſeaſe. I have ſeen a few of theſe 
caſes, in which the antiphlogiſtic plan, with- 
out mercury, was adopted, and uſed in the 
boldeſt way. In one of theſe caſes, where 
each eye was inflamed, the fight of one was 
totally loſt, though the patient was bled eleven 
times in fourteen days. I have alſo ſeen, and 
have treated ſome caſes in the, other method, 
and am convinced it is the beſt practice. In 
one of theſe, in which each eye was inflamed 
as violently as in the laſt-mentioned caſe, the 
patient took a bolus of à grain and a half of 
opium and five grains of calomel every night, 

and a cathartic draught in the morning. This 

. courſe was continued for three weeks (except- 
ing two days, when theſe medicines were 
omitted on account of a tendency to a dyſen- 
tery); but he recovered without any injury to 
his eye-ſight. The moſt judicious method of 
treating this diſeaſe ſeems to be, to begin by 
taking away ſome blood from the arm by a 
large orifice, keeping the patient in a gentle 
perſpiration in bed, procuring ſtools daily by 
cooling purgatives, adminiſtering nitre in con- 
ſiderable quantities, and uſing ſedative and re- 
pellent 


Li 189; ] 


pellent applications to the diſeaſed eye. If the 
caſe is truly venereal, by which I mean, if. 
the inflammation is owing to that cauſe alone, 
the effect of theſe remedies would be flow ; 
and mercurial ointment ſhould be immediately 
rubbed in, or a proper quantity of one of its 
mild preparations given internally, ſo as to 
gently affect the mouth; and, at the ſame time, 
the antiphlogiſtic plan ſhould be. perfiſted in, 
till the inflammation and pain are fo far ſub- 
dued, as to prevent all danger of .loſs of fight. 
This mode of practice, of uſing mercury during 
an inflammation, is further proved to be judi- 
cious by that medicine being found in other 
ſuch caſes, particularly the phymoſis, to be the 
moſt effectual in reducing a yenereal inflamma- 
tion. 

The F iſtula Lacrymalis is ſometimes a Hmp- 
tom of the conſtitutional lues venerea. It is 
not attended with any characteriſtical marks, 
by which it can be diſtinguiſhed from the 
other kinds of fiſtula lacrymalis; but is uſa- 
ally attended with ſome other venereal ſymp- 
tom ; which circumſtance will, in general, prove. 
it to be venereal ;. it 1s alſo molt frequently 
joined with a caries of the bones on which the - 
lacrymal fac is placed, or through which its 


duct * into the Cavity of the noſe, being 
8 ' ſecond- 
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ſecondarily produced by ſuch diſeaſe: but this is 
not always ſo; for in the Magdalen Hoſpital, in 
the ſummer of 1777, I had a fair caſe of a vene- 
rea] fiſtula lacrymalis, without any diſeaſe of the 
adjacent bones. The cure is to be effected by a 
mercurial courſe, which, if there are any other 
venereal ſymptoms, muſt be ſuch as will cure 
them; or, if this ſhould be the only diſeaſe, ſuch 
a courſe as will produce ſome gentle mercurial 
effect upon the conſtitution, continued for fix | 
weeks, will, in general, do all that can be ex- 
pected towards” a cute by internals : but the 
diſeaſe cannot always be cured by mertury ; for 
ſuch an alteration in the ſtructure of theſe parts 
may have taken place, as can only be cured or 
relieved by the moſt ſkilful ſurgical treatment: 
which caſes, not being venereal, do not be- 
long to the ' preſent work; but the diſcaſe has 
ben judiciouſly treated on by Mr. Pott. 

Tumors on the Hairy Scalp and Nape of 
the Neck, are a very common effect of the 
conſtitutional lues venerea. They are hard 
ſwellings, ſeated cloſe under the ſkin, and in 
fize ſomething leſs than a common pea : their 
| ſurface i is uſually covered with a ſcurfy ſkin ; 
they are void of pain, and are ſeſdom diſcovered 
but on the Surgeon' s examination. They are, 
however, rarely the only ſymptom of the ve- 

| nereal 
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nereal diſeaſe: and when united with others, 
the cure will uſually be effected by the mercu- 
rial courſe neceflary for curing ſuch com- 
plaints: and, if there is no other venereal 
{ymptom, ſuch a courſe as was recommended 
for the venereal fiſtula lacrymalis will cure 
this. Topical remedies are no farther neceſ- 
fary than to keep the ſurface of the tumors 
ſupple and warm ; which purpoſe may be an- 
ſwered by any mild cerate or ointment. _ 

The next ſymptom is, Falling- off of the Hair. 
This is ſaid by ſome authors to be a venergal 
affection, happening, in ſome inſtances, without 
any other effect of the diſeaſe; but, as they 
have not related any fair caſes of that kind, 
and none ſuch are now ſeen, it may, I think, 
be fairly concluded, that it never occurs in 
that manner: but, as the effect of the laſt 
ſymptom, it does fometimes occur, being then 
cauſed by the venereal virus which affects the 


parts from which the hair derives 1ts nouriſh- 


ment. — The cure depends upon the removal 
of the ſymptom which cauſes it; and the 
growth of the hair muſt be left to the conſti- 
tution; for no farther benefit can be expected 
from any mercurial courſe. This ſymptom. is 
ſometimes cauſed by the uſe of mercury. 3 

ws, 
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The next ſubject is, the Venereal Hectic. 
This diſeaſe is uſually accompanied with ſome 
other venereal ſymptoms; in which caſes, it 
is difficult to know with certainty, whether 
it is venereal, or ariſes from ſome other cauſs, 
there being no characteriſtic ſymptom to di- 
ſtinguiſh the common from the venereal hectic. 
But that it is truly venereal in ſome caſes, is, 
I think, proved by its cure being performed 
by mercury; whereas that medicine is known, 
from its action, to increaſe the irritability of 
the human body, and thereby exaggerate the 
ſymptoms of any other ſpecies of hectic.— The 
cure of all theſe cafes is to be performed by 
the mildeſt mercurial preparations, uſed in the 
moſt cautious manner, beginning with very 
ſmall portions, and gradually increaſing them, 
till ſuch a quantity is uſed as will produce 
ſome gentle effect upon the conſtitution. In 
theſe caſes, the mercury ſhould be given, or 
uſed, night and morning, that there may be 
the leſs probability of its irritating the conſti- 
| tution : confinement to the houſe is proper, 
and other medicines may be given to relieve 
the hectic ſymptoms : afles' milk is alſo found 
to be an efficacious remedy in many of theſe 
caſes. If the other diſeaſes are cured before 
the hectic, and its ſymptoms ſhould be alle- 


viated, 


\ 
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viated, a mercurial courſe will be the moſt likely 
to cure it; but, if it ſhould remain as bad as for- 
merly, it will appear moſt probable, that it is not 
venereal, and that no further benefit is to be ex- 
pected from mercury. Some caſes of hectics, 
joined with other venereal ſymptoms, end fatally, 
from the conſtitution not being able to bear ſuch 
a quantity of mercury as is requiſite for their 
cure, without increaſing the conſumptive ones 
ſo as to endanger the patient's being killed either 
by the hectic or the venereal ſymptoms, The 
effect of opium ſhould be tried in theſe caſes; 
for, if it was to leſſen the irritability of the 
conſtitution, ſo as to enable it to bear the uſe 
of mercury, a cure might then be effected by 
| theſe medicines, aſſiſted with a ſtrong decoc- 
tion of mezereon, ſarſaparilla, or any other 
medicines which are likely to anſwer this pur- 
poſe, while other proper remedies are uſed for 
- curing, or ſo far relieving, the hectic ſymp- 
toms, as to render the patient capable of bear- 
ing the neceſſary quantity of mercury. The 
next ſpecies of venereal hectic is not accompa- 
nied with any other diſorder. It is generally 
believed that this kind rarely occurs : but I am 
of opinion, that it is more common than is in 
general imagined ; for the venereal virus, when 
in the conſtitution, has even a power of bring- 
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ing on hectic ſymptoms before any venereal 
ones appear; ſome clear inſtances of which 1 
have noticed. In order to diſcover the real 
nature of this diſeaſe, we ſhould attend to the 
manner in which any former venereal ſymp- 
toms were removed ; for, if ſuch cures were 
effected by a few mercutial inunctions, or doſes, 
there would be reaſon to ſuppoſe the preſent 
ſymptom venereal. Another method is, try- 
ing the effects of mercury; for, if that relieved 
the hectic ſymptoms, there would be ſtrong 
reaſon to ſuppoſe its being venereal. The cure 
is to be performed by a mild mercurial courſe; 
but ſuch a one as will gently affect the mouth, 
or ſome other parts, is neceſſary. There is 
alſo another kind of hectic accompanying the 
venereal difeaſe, and ſeeming to be cauſed by 
the mercurial courſe; for this ſymptom does 
not appear till the mercury ſtimulates the 
body, and gradually decreaſes, and totally diſ- 
appears, on the mercurial courſe being left 

off; which proceſs has happened ſeveral times 
duringone cure. In ſuch caſes, ſarſaparilla thould 
be given in as great quantities as the patient's 
ſtomach and bowels will bear, during the mer- 
curial courſe, it being likely to prevent the ill 
effects of mercury, becauſe it certainly poſſeſſes 


8 
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Fl peculiar quality in curing the diforders cauſed 
by it. 
A Cough is one of the ma uncommon. 
ſymptoms of the venereal diſcaſe, ſo much ſo, 
that many practitioners doubt whether a ye-. 
nereal one ever occurs. It happens in ſome 
caſes of the venereal hectic, and is then cer- 
tainly an effect of the pox, if not a true ve- 
nereal ſymptom. The following is a caſe in 
which it ſeems clearly to have been venereal, 
and the only ſymptom produced by the diſ- 
eaſe.—A Gentleman, thirty-four years of age, 
was afflicted with a dry tickling cough, (which 
was the only diſorder he had): a cure was at- 
tempted by two ſkilful Phyſicians, by the 
moſt judicious treatment, but without effect; 
and was afterwards performed by mercury 
alone. From the circumſtances of this pa- 
tient having been haſtily cured of chancres, 
fix months before the cough came on, and its 
being cured by mercury, it appears to me to 
be more than probable that it was a true ve- 
nereal ſymptom. 
An Ozæna has been ey ſpoken of, un- 
der the head of Caries of the Oſſa Spongioſa. 
The next ſymptom is a Polypus of the 
Noſe. This is not generally known, either 
by authors or practitioners, ever to be vene- 
real : 


{ 5386 1] 
rebate : the late Mr. Samuel Sharpe does not 
mention the venereal polypus, either in his 
Freatiſe on the Operations of Surgery, or his 
Critical Enquiry ; but Le Dran, in his Surgery, 
remarks that this diſeaſe is ſometimes | cauſed 
by a venereal caries of the bones in the noſe, 
An extraordinary caſe of this kind occurred in 
the London Hoſpital, in 1775, under the care of 
Mr. Thomſon. A man about forty years of age, 
had two large polypi of the noſe ; they filled 
the whole cavity of each noſtril, and cauſed 
a very extraordinary deformity, by expanding 
the noſe. ſo as to make it cover great part of 
each cheek, accompanied witha caries of the oſſa 
naſi: he had alſo yenereal eruptions on various 
parts of his body. This caſe was proved to 
be venereal by its: cure being nearly performed 
by a mercurial courſe, (without any operation) 
which would probably have, been completed, 
had not the unhappy patient been taken ill of 
a putrid fever, of which he. died. —And, as 
this diſeaſe is found in ſome inſtances to. be 
venereal, it is probable that this kind may oc- 
cur, unaccompanied with any other venereal 
ſymptom. The cure of this complaint muſt 
be attempted by ſuch a mercurial courſe as 
will produce ſome apparent effect upon the 


* which muſt be kept up till the 
L. venereal 


Lan 


venereal virus is ſuppoſed to be deſtroyed, 2 


the operation of removing the polypus ſhould 
be deferred till then; but will, I ſuppoſe, be 
found neceflary afterwards. : 


Loſs of Sight is another effe of the conſti- | 


40 0 lues venerea. This ſeems never to 
happen from the venereal diſeaſe, but in con- 
ſequence of the ophthalmia, as before men- 


tioned. Neither the cataract, nor gutta ſerena, 


ſeems - ever to be venereal; for the diſeaſe is 
never found to fix on any. fingle humour of 
the eye, ſo as to produce its opacity ;- nor to 


cauſe a diſeaſe of any nerve, which muſt hap- 
n to the optic nerve in the gutta ſerena, | 


Venereal blindneſs is in moſt inſtances incu- 
rable, being uſually the conſequence of a total 
change of ſtructure in that organ, from a ve- 
nereal ſuppuration: but one kind of blind- 
neſs may occur, in which ſome relief may be 
had from a ſurgical operation; which i is, when, 
from a venereal inflammation, there has enſued 
a thickening or opacity of the outer portion 
of the cornea. The operation propoſed, is 
cutting off the opake part; which muſt be done 
with a very fine knife, ſuch as is uſed for cut- 
ting the cornea in the operation of extracting 
the cxyſtalline lens: this may be done with 


much facility and fafety, the cornea being as 


T thick 
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A thick 48 che 84455 But it muſt be re- 
| marked, that this kind of blindneſs very {el- 
; dom occurs, the cauſe being uſually a change 
of ſtructure of the whole membrane; in which 
caſe no benefit could be derived from any ope- 
ration. 
Scaly Eruptions, or Chaps in the Hands, ate 
the next ſymptom to be treated on. This 
diſeaſe, in moſt inſtances, i is joined with other . 
_ worſe venereal ones; under which circum- 
ſtances it will be cured by the mercurial courſe 
uſed ſor their cure. Theſe eruptions have 
ſome reſemblance to the leprous eruption; and 
the chinks- which ſometimes happen, much 
reſemble the chaps i in the hands from extreme 
cold. This ſtate of the diſeaſe may occur with- 
out any other venereal ſymptom, 'which. is 
proved by the following caſe: A friend of 
mine, an Apothecary, had an ulcer ſituated on 
the fore finger of his left hand, as large as 4 
ſmall iſſue, of a white colour, extremely pain- 
ful when touched, and ſurrounded with a 
callous edge: the palm of the hand was alſo 
covered with a ſcurfy eruption. This had 
been treated in the moſt judicious way for 
three months, (on the ſuppoſition of its not 
being venereal) at the end of which time he 
; . aſked my opinion: I judged it to be venereal: 
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he treated it accordingly, and was cured in 
leſs than. ſix weeks. The cure of this ſymp= 
tom muſt be performed by ſuch a mercurial 
courſe as will produce apparent, though light, 
effects upon the conſtitution ; confinement to 
the houſe being ſeldom needful. 

Small Ulcers over the whole infide of the 
Mouth and Tongue: this I have ventured to 
add to the liſt of ſymptoms of the conſtitu- 
tional lues venerea, from having ſeen a clear 
caſe of this diſeaſe in the Magdalen Hoſpital, - 
in Auguſt, 1778. A young woman, nineteen 
years of age, was taken into the Hoſpital in 
May, 1777, and from that time to the April 
following, had been at different times ſubject 
to a coloured diſcharge from the vagina, ſome- 
times accompanied with an ardor urinz, which. 
was thought to be a fluor albus, and treated 
as ſuch. She was now attacked with this diſ- 
eaſe : the inſide of her mouth and fides of the 
; tongue were thickly ſtudded over with ſmall 
| ulcers, which reſembled punctures made by 
a ſharp- -pointed round inſtrument : each was 
ſurrounded with an inflammation, and they 
were ſo fore when touched, that eating cauſed 
great pain. Emollient, aſtringent, and other 
applications, were uſed without any benefit; 


and che bark was given internally with the 
| , "I ſame 
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fame want of ſucceſs. She had obſerved, du- 
ring the laſt two months, that, when her 
mouth was better, the gonorrhœa was worſe, 
and that, when it was better, her mouth was 
worſe; which gave me the firſt hint of its be- 
ing venereal: but this patient's complaint was 
proved to be venereal from her being attacked. 
with true. venereal blotches all over her body, 
and their cure being effected by a mercurial 
courſe, after various other remedies had failed 
of ſucceſs. 

The Head-ach is another diſeaſe which 
ſometimes happens from a venereal cauſe, 
This is a common attendant upon the diſcaſe, 
when it has produced a caries of the bones of 
the ſkull, but in ſuch caſes appears more as 
the effect of the caries, than as a truly vene- 
real ſymptom. This kind of head-ach ſome- 
times occurs without any other local diſeaſe: 
it is known from experience, that the vene- 
real diſeaſe is as capable of producing: pains 
In the bones of the head, as in thoſe of the 
limbs; and i in this manner is this head- ach uſu- 

ally cauſed, But I have had-two caſes related 
to1 me of a conſtant venereal head- ach, without 
any apparent diſeaſe of the outer parts; but 
whether it aroſe from an affection of the bones, 
the n or what other part, eould not 


be 


| (11 ] 
be determined. The cure of this Hymptors' 
muſt be performed by ſuch a courſe of m | 
as will produce * * effect _ che 
conſtitution. 
Buch are the moſt common ſymptoms of the 
Venereal Diſeaſe: but it has appeared in va- 
rious other forms; which caſes are to be re- 
garded as extraordinary ones, and generally 
may be accounted for on the known principle 
of this diſcaſe, like moſt other conſtitutional 
ones, having ever a tendency to fix on weak- 
ened or diſeaſed parts. On this theory it fol- 
lows, that many caſes, particularly ſurgicat 
ones, which had their origin from ſome other 
cauſe, may become venereal. In order to form 
a judicious ptognoſtic upon ſach caſes, three 
circumſtances are to be attended to; which are, 
firſt, the event of any former venereal com- 
plaints, which the patient may have been af- 
flicted with; ſecondly, the ſymptoms of the 
preſent diſeaſe ; and, laſtly, the effect of mer- 
cury, or any other medicines, on the diſorder. 
| With reſpect to the firſt circumſtance, this 
may ſerve as a guide in forming a juſt pro- 
gnoſtic, by aſcertaining the probability of the 
diſeaſe being venereal or-not, by former Vene- 
real ſymptoms having been ſkilfully cured; in 
which caſe, there is leſs probability of its 
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being ſo, and, vice verſa. x From. the ſcrond 


circumſtance, much may be learnt from a due 
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attention to the appearance. and progreſs of the 


diſeaſe ; becauſe moſt local ones, for example, 
ulcers and abſceſſes, uſually have fome peculiar 
nee tending to diſcover their true na- 

: but in other caſes (as the venereal head- 


| =) no farther information can be derived 


from the ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, than their 
not reſembling thoſe of the ſame complaint 
from any other . cauſe ; from which circum= 
ſtance there would be more probability of its 
being venereal. _ $5 

The F iſtula i in Ano (a= ED ariſes from a 


| venereal cauſe ; but moſt of ſuch caſes are ac- 


companied with ſome diſeaſe of the urethra 
and neck of the bladder : however, it 1s pro- 
bable, that ſome fiſtulz i in ano may have a ve- 


. nereal taint without any other pocky ſymp- 


toms, becauſe ſome of them will not heal Hill 


mercury has been adminiſtered. 


The laſt ſubjects to be treated on, are thoſe 


| venereal ſymptoms mentioned by ancient au- 


thors, but which do not now ever happen, 
Their miſtakes. ſeem to have originated. from 
their not having any proper theory on the 
cauſes of many diſeaſes, which they falſely | 
aſſed as —_— from that being a diſorder 


ſup- 
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ſuppoſed capable of producing moſt others; ; a 
It 1 is Now cuſtomary to call many complaints 
nervous, or ſcorbutic, which: are really not G, 
merely becauſe their origin and cauſes * are un 
known. * Be 
Ihe firſt diſcaſe of this kind mentioned by 
them is, the Falling Sickneſs,” which they fait! 
happened N conſequence of that diſeaſe at- 
tacking the brain: but no caſes are given to 
Prove the verity of this afſertion ; and in mo- 
dern praQtice, even in caſes in which almoft tlie 
whole boney covering of the brain is diſeaſed 
and rotted by the venereal virus, no diſtemper 
of the brain, or impediment to its functions, 
are ever obſerved to be the conſequence: it is 
therefore highly probable, that the venereal 
virus never attacks the brain, as it certainly 
| ſeems ' never to fix on the nerves. © But from 
the unſkilful uſe of mercury, madneſs has been 
produced ; as hath a violent eu of the 
head, bordering on the falling fickneſs ; from 
which circumſtances' think ĩt probable,” that 
the effects of mercury were miſtaken for thoſe 
of the Venereal — <1 HEE REN "i 

The Aſthma is another diſorder, fippofed by 
the ancients to be cauſed by the Venereal Diſeaſe 
hep it attacks the lungs: but, as there Uo not 
8 411 "Gu 1 „ TS appear a 
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appear to be any fair caſes on record, to prove 
that-this is ever a venereal ſymptom, and a 
none of that kind ever now occur, it is cer- . 
tinly moſt reaſonable to ſuppoſs. that it err 


| 7 venereal, | 
When the 8 virus e the 9 4 


minal viſcera, it was ſaid to produce Pains in 
the Bowels, and ſometimes the Bloody F lux: 
but, as no ſuch effects of the venereal diſeaſs 
ae eyer now ſeen, we imagine that it never 


_ cauſes theſe ſymptoms. As a circumſtance 


tending further to ſtrengthen this opinion, it 
may be added, that venercal matter, even taken 
into the ſtomich, ſeems incapable of produ- 
-cing any diſeaſe of that bowel; which I am 
4 to believe, from two well-authenti- 
| ated inſtances of venercal matter being received 
Into the ſtomach without producing any diſ- 
caſe. This may be accounted for, on the 
theory of the matter having bern ſo decom- 
. pounded by the act of digeſtion, as to loſe its 


virulence, and being probably thereby totally 


changed in its nature. It muſt alſo. be ob- 
ſerved, chat the diſeaſe here treated of, i is ſimi- 
ler, in all its ſymptoms, to what 1s ſometimes 


| W, the mercury's irritating the bowels. 


The Leproſy has alſo been ſaid, by authors, 
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to be in ſome caſes venereal. This idea Aye | 
have ariſen from venereal eruptions bearing a 
faint reſemblance in ſome bag caſes to the le- 
proſy, and from the circumſtance of mercury 
being of uſe in ſome leprous caſes. But the 
fact is, that the leproſy is very different in its 
appearance from any caſes of venereal eruptions; 
and the authors who treat of it as venereal, 
give no caſes to prove their aſſertion; and of 
the leprous caſes which occur in this coun- 
try, no venereal ones are ever obſerved : from 
all which circumſtances it may be fairly in- 
ferred, that the leproſy never is venere. 
| TI beg leave to finiſh this Work with an 
extract from the concluſion of Mr. Pott's moſt 
excellent Treatiſe on Ruptures, which ex- 
actly coincides with my ſentiments on this 
ſubject. 7 
* This is a ſubject in which manking. are 
“much intereſted, and on which a good deal 
„ might be ſaid; but, as an honeſt attempt 
to ſave the afflicted from the hands of thoſe - 
* who have no characters to loſe, might, from 
& one of the Profeſſion, be miſconſtrued into 
% malevolence and craft, I will not enter into 
« jt, but ſhall conclude, by wiſhing that theß 
f* who have PR to judge of theſe matters, 
U - * would 
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% would: not ſuffer themſelves. to be deluded | 
| « = the impudent aſſertions of any .Charlatan 
N & wy atever, but determine in this, as they q 

| -* «« do in many other things, by the event“ of 


. wh 4 4 


caſes ſubmitted to their management, aud to 
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